
Cost:

Members: $40
Non-Members: $50

Date:

September 19, 2012
Place:

Les Sans Culottes
(see details at right)

Time:

Dinner at 6 PM,
Doors open 5:30 PM

Cash Bar 5:30–6 PM

Please contact Joan Masterson 
no later than Sunday, Sept.16 

212-532-1566, or 
Mastersonjr@gmail.com 

to confi rm you will be attending.

THESHARPSHOOTER
THE CIVIL WAR FORUM OF METROPOLITAN NEW YORK

September 2012

Beginning on September 19th, CWFMNY meetings will be held at a new locale:

Les Sans Culottes
1085 2nd Ave. (near the corner of 57th St.)
New York, NY 10022

Two reasonably priced parking garages near the restaurant are Icon at 301 E. 58th Street 
and Quik Park at 338 E. 59th Street. Check at bestparking.com and follow directions 

to print the coupon. As of July the parking fee was $10 for the evening.

Bob Rowen

Tonight’s talk about “Jim Quinn: One Immi-
grant’s Civil War” will be given by our own 
webmeister, Bob Rowen, who also handles 

audio-visual equipment at CWFMNY meetings. 
Born in Massachusetts, Bob spent his youth 

in Georgia and Louisiana, giving him multiple 
perspectives on what Southerners always called 
“The War between the States.” For 14 years he has 
been webmaster for the New York Military Affairs 
Symposium’s website, nymas.org. Rowen helped 
launch the site in 1999; it is rated a top web re-
source by Google.

Bob has given several papers at meetings of 
NYMAS including most recently, tonight’s paper, 
which was fi rst presented in different form at 
their Civil Warriors two-day conference in the 
Fall of 2011.



DEAR CWFMNY FRIENDS
Welcome to the start of our fourth year and our new 

home—Les Sans Culottes! I am confi dent that you will 
enjoy the excellent food, the spacious room, and our 
usual cheerful spirit. 

 After more than three years of dedicated hard work, 
we have a terrifi c core membership of fun and interest-
ing people. The Civil War is an area where nobody—
not even the experts among experts—can claim to 

know everything. What makes our membership special to me is that I can 
learn something new about the Civil War from each person in our Forum 
and the way that we take pleasure in sharing our knowledge and insights 
with each other. I therefore feel deeply honored and grateful that you have 
chosen me as your President for the coming year and hope I can give you as 
much as you give me.

 So far, our Forum has held three years’ worth of monthly meetings 
featuring a broad range of talented speakers, including excellent presenta-
tions from some of our own members. We have toured Civil War sites 
near and far so our tour of Civil War Washington in the spring should be a 
unique experience. Anyone who wishes to lend a hand will be welcomed. 

 One member above all deserves our special thanks: David Kinard, who 
led us for three years as our founding President. From the time we came 
together as a dozen or so enthusiasts, David’s excellent judgment has kept 
our energies on the same path. I hope we will often see David at future 
meetings and that his genial manner will remain with us. 

 I look forward to a very special year with you—one that will mark the 
150th anniversary of such key Civil War events as Antietam, the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation, Vicksburg, and Gettysburg, just to name a few. My best 
wishes to all. Regards,

Paul Windells III

President

Paul Windels III

Vice-President–Programs

Jacqueline Eberstein

Programs Associate

Carmen Delgado

Vice-President–Operations

Charles K. Schwarz

Secretary

Jim Santagata

Treasurer

Nancy D. Newcomb

Directors
(retiring in 2013)

James W. Davis 
Daniel J. Morrison

Directors
(retiring in 2014)

Rita Torres
David Mark Brown

Graphics

Charles K. Schwarz

Photographer

Nathan Burkan, Jr.

Webmeister

Bob Rowen

Counsel

Paul Windels III

cwfmny.org

DUES 2012–2013: $5000
 DUE

If you have not paid your 2012–2013 dues already, it is time to do so.
Bring your check to the next meeting or mail it to our Treasurer: 

Nancy Newcomb, 240 East 76th St., New York, NY 10021

Speakers  2012
October 17—Tony Horwitz, 2012 Seward Award winner

“Midnight Rising: John Brown and the Raid That Sparked 
the Civil War”

November 28—Ari Hoogenboom, “Gustavus Fox 
and the Union Navy”

December 19—Kevin Levin, “ ‘Until Ever Negro Has Been 
Slaughtered,’ Remembering United States Colored Troops at the Crater”

Tour 2013
May 16–19, 2013: John Wilkes Booth’s Assassination Escape Route



Two dozen intrepid CWFMNY members set 
out on May 31 for the Club’s third annual battle-
fi eld tour. The journey departed from the Armory 
at 7:30 AM, with a lunch break at Manassas. The 
able Rob Orrison guided us through our fi rst 
tour, at Bristoe Station, explaining in detail how 
the battle had unfolded there. Our long day ended 
with a fi ne meal at the City Grille and the troops 
retired for the night at the Marriott Courtyard.

The fi rst two mornings of June were marked 
with breakfast at the Marriott, then tours of 
Manassas Battlefi eld conducted by Hank Elliot of 
the National Park Service. A talented, well-in-
formed guide, Mr. Elliot really brought the First 
and Second Manassas confl icts to life for us. A 
fi ne dinner at Carmello’s Restaurant was the re-
ward on Saturday night for those who had relived 
the vital events that took place in Manassas.

Preparing to break camp on Sunday morn-
ing, the fi nal tour was of Balls Bluff with Jim 
Morgan, another top-notch guide. From his lucid 
descriptions the importance of this little-known 

battle was much more keenly recognized by all 
of us. He also took us to a very moving cemetery 
right on the battlefi eld. It was a remarkable and 
poignant fi nish for 
our sesquicentennial 
year tour.

After lunch at 
Tuscarora Mill res-
taurant, the travellers 
returned to New 
York, having en-
joyed the fellowship 
of other CWFMNY 
members, the fi ne 
tour guides, and several memorable restaurants, too.

Perhaps more of our members will take part 
in next year’s tour, planned for May 16–19, 2013. 
The tour will follow John Wilkes Booth’s escape 
route, along with several other sites around 
Washington, DC. Call Howard or Phyllis Rosen-
thal at 718-358-5060 for more details.

Balls Bluff, Bristoe Station and Manassas highlight
CWFMNY’s 2012 Tour

CWFMNY tour participants—Front row: Phyllis Rosenthal, Rita Torres, Charles Schwarz, Jean Grenning, Carl Ellman, Mike Har-
ris, John Deacon. 2nd row: Jim Santagata, Carmen Delgado, Joan Masterson, Doris Ingman, Laurie Jeffrey, Howard Rosenthal. 3rd 
row: Allen Walberg, Nathan Burkan, Roberta Burkan. 4th row: David Mark Brown, Jim Davis, David Rothfeld. 5th row: Dan Mar-
rison, Allan Stevenson, Paul Windels III, Ralph Buro.
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Senior Offi cer C.K.Schwarz on tour.



THEsHARPSHOOTER
23-23 23rd Street NY, NY 11105

THE  LIBRARY
by Nathan Burkan

Shiloh 1862, by Winston Groom
Shiloh 1862 is a well written book intended for 

the general reading public interested in the Civil 
War by an author (Forest Gump, Vicksburg, 
1863) who knows how to tell a story. It is 
not really intended for the Civil War buff 
who wants to know the position of every 
regiment involved in every engagement.

Its introductory chapters are excel-
lent, summarizing the events leading up 
to the Civil War with the military biog-
raphies of Shiloh’s principal commanders: 
Grant, Sherman, Johnston and Beauregard 
plus a chapter covering Grant’s earlier success-
ful Fort Henry and Fort Donelson campaigns 
in February 1862.

As readers of The Sharpshooter know, the battle at Shiloh 
from April 6 to April 7, 1862 was the largest battle of the Civil 
War up to that time, with 24,000 casualties shocking both 
North and South into the realization that it was going to be a 
long and terrible war, mainly fought with green troops some 
of whom had never before fi red a shot.

The objective of Grant’s Army (46,000 men) was to 
destroy the Memphis and Charleston Railroad’s repair yards 
near Corinth, Mississippi. The Union army camped next 
to Pittsburg Landing on the Tennessee River instructed 

there was to be no engagement until General Buell’s 
army (24,000 men) arrived from Nashville to rein-

force Grant. General Johnston, the Confederate 
commander of 44,000 men, knew he had to 
destroy the Union Army before those reinforce-
ments arrived. 

Sherman, in charge of the Union Army, 
did not take any steps to fortify its position 
although the terrain, broken up by deep ravines 
and numerous creeks, was ideal for defense, 

making it diffi cult for Johnson to deliver an over-
whelming coordinated attack. Sherman dismissed 

numerous reports of Johnston’s Army activity in 
his front and was completely surprised when the battle 

started. The book describes the bloody Hornet’s Nest and 
Peach Orchard battles plus numerous other engagements that 
prevented the Union Army from being overrun, while both 
sides exhibited extreme heroism.

Grant, who told Sherman at the end of that terrible fi rst 
day: “Lick ’em tomorrow...,” was reinforced by Buell and 
defeated the Confederate Army on the following day.


