
Steven Bernstein

To enlighten us about a political situation that sounds very 
familiar, author and historian Steven Bernstein will speak 
about the declining status of the Lincoln administration in 

spring, 1864. Beset by debt, low public morale, and a serious 
erosion of political support, Lincoln’s fortunes were greatly aided 

by the repulsion of an in-
vasion of the north by 
Confederate troops under 
Lt. Gen. Jubal Early. 

Aimed toward vulnera-
ble Maryland and Washing-
ton, DC, Early’s rebel army 
was stalled after crossing 
the Potomac. This topic is 
the heart of Mr. Bernstein’s 
book entitled The Confed-
eracy’s Last Northern Offen-
sive: Jubal Early, the Army 
of the Valley and the Raid 
on Washington, published 
in 2010.

Mr. Bernstein, a resident 
of Maryland, has written for America’s Civil War, the Washington 
Times, Western Pennsylvania History, the Fredericksburg (Va.) Free-
Lance Star, and numerous other publications. A writer for several 
years, he has an M.A. in History–Archival Administration, from 
Duquesne University.
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Cost:

Members: $40
Non-Members: $50

Date:

May 23, 2012
Place:

O’Casey’s Restaurant at 
22 East 41st Street,

New York, NY
Time:

Dinner at 6 PM,
Doors open 5:30 PM

Cash Bar 5:30–6 PM

O’Casey’s street-level bar 
will be open before 5:30

for those who arrive early.

Please call 212-873-1999 
by May 19th

to confi rm you will be attending.



LETTER FROM

THE PRESIDENT

This is my last letter as President as our by-
laws prohibit more than three years in a row as 
president. I want to congratulate the hard work-
ing members who turned something from nothing 
into a large club with its own newspaper; website; 
talented knowledgeable speakers; witty complete 
minutes; people willing to guard the gates and 

collect (and account for) the money. Plus there is the big draw of our 
very well-organized one-day and longer battlefi eld trips.

We have a new challenge as we need to change our venue and 
fi nd a place where we can have a good meal at a reasonable price.  
Maybe the place will turn out to be where our fi rst meeting took 
place, O’Casey’s. I am writing this before our meeting there, but 
I am sure it will be fun. Regards,

David Kinard

Tour Reminders
Those taking this year’s CWFMNY Tour (May 31– June 3) to 

Manassas, remember we will be staying at the Courtyard Manassas Battle-
fi eld Park Marriott Hotel, 10701 Battleview Pkwy., Manassas, VA 20109. 
Telephone: (703) 335-1300.

Please muster promptly at 7:30 AM at the 68th Street Armory so the buses 
can leave on time and we can reach Virginia by dinner time.

A few openings are available if you missed pre-reserving a spot for this 
tour. For details call Howard Rosenthal at 718-591-2950.
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Speakers  2012
June 20 —Matthew Borowick: “The Second Battle of Manassas and 

Court Martial of Fitz John Porter”
July—TBA

August—No Meeting
Sept. 19 — Charles Heath Scott: Lt. George Chandler of the Fifth Maine Infantry

Election Committee’s Slate
President—Paul Windels III

Vice President for Programs—Jacqueline Eberstein
Programs Associate—Carmen Delgado

Vice President Operations—Charles K. Schwarz
Secretary—Jim Santagata

Treasurer—Nancy D. Newcomb
Directors (retiring 2013)—James W. Davis and Daniel Morrison
Directors (retiring 2014)—Rita Torres and David Mark Brown

Submitted by the CWFMNY Nominating Committee:
Ralph Buro, Louise Kirstel, and Nancy Newcomb, Chair



Shenandoah: Has Anything Changed in 150 Years?
By the end of the Civil War, virtually every Infantry

man on both sides carried a bayonet.
The Civil War developed the widest range of bayonets 

ever used in a two-sided war. The variations were the result 

of federal troops versus state militias, the vast range of US-
made rifl es/muskets, the many nations from which weapons 
were imported, hand-made items where manufactured stocks 
were unavailable, and fi eld modifi cations to obsolete or cap-
tured bayonets.

Question: Has the military perspective towards the bayo-
net as a weapon of war changed in the 150 years since the 
Civil War?

Almost all of the members of the CWFMNY are col-
lectors of information rather than physical militaria. Accord-
ingly, most have only limited familiarity with “the bayonet.” 
We all know about bayonet charges, but few may have looked 
below the surface regarding the bayonet itself. Here is a brief 
primer:

First—A bayonet by defi nition is a pointed implement 
attached to the muzzle of a fi rearm and employed as a “last 
resort” combat-use of the fi rearm. Simply, the fi rearm be-
comes a pike.

Second—The word bayonet comes from the name Bay-
onne, a town in the Basque section of France. 

Third—Bayonets have had many forms during their 500 
years’ existence, including swords, rods, trowels, nails, spears, 
and knives. 

Fourth—All bayonets used on muzzle-loading 
weapons had to be secured so that they would lay along the 
right side of the weapon when mounted. This positioning 
was necessitated by the half-turn the soldier executed when 
moving the weapon from his shoulder to the ground for 
reloading. In any other position, the bayonet would severely 
hinder reloading.

Most bayonets of the Civil War were either Socket or 
Sword/Saber type. A Socket bayonet consists of a three-inch 
tube that fi ts over the front of the barrel and extends out 
about 17 inches to a point. These weapons were awkward 
to handle, but were great in camp for candleholders, cook-
ing meals, digging emergency defenses, and dragging dead 
bodies. The blades were typically triangular to generate 
puncture wounds. A Sword/Saber bayonet was based on an 
1840 French design that brought exciting “romance” to the 
accoutrements of the day. These bayonets were usually brass-

handled and had sweeping 30-inch “yataghan” blades. While 
signifi cantly adding to the reach of the long 
arm, these bayonets were very poor substitutes for swords 
being very heavy and front-weighted. Attached to the front 

of the long arm, 
they made aiming 
very diffi cult and 
were of virtually 
no use in camp.

There were 
more than 600,000 
deaths during the 
Civil War. Among 
these deaths, less 
than 1% was attri-
buted to bayonet 
wounds. Why then 
were all soldiers who 
were issued a long 

arm also issued a bayonet, scabbard, frog, and belt? Why was so 
much treasure in materials, production time, and training given 
to having bayonets on the fi eld? 

Several possible reasons exist:
 • It had always been done
 • Tactics used the frontal assault 
 •  Training with a bayonet inculcated an important military élan
 • The weapons added a distinctive military fl air
 • (Most) bayonets served as a tool in camp
 •  Most importantly, with single shot weapons, having a back-

up weapon was deemed critical
Has there been change? Not really. The issuing of 

bayonets continues today and is basically for the same 
reasons. Bayonets have been issued and carried as recently as 
in the Iraq War. They have morphed into more multi-use 
knife designs, but the motivation for issuance is basically 
unchanged since the 1861–1865 period.

—Dan Morrison

Three Civil War long arms with bayonets ( from the top): 1863 Sharps Caplock (Sharps Manufacturer); 1841 
“Mississippi” (Harpers Ferry) Caplock; Model 1816 (Harpers Ferry) Flintlock. 

Examples of Civil War bayonets ( from the top): Union, Harpers Ferry 
production for the Model 1841 “Mississippi”; Confederate Boyle & 
Gamble; Union, (Ohio–German) Bahn Frei; Confederate, 1864 
Fayetteville; Union, Standard .58 Cal 1855; Confederate, English 
import for Mendenhall, Jones & Gardner.



The plot was fi nanced by six Northern abolitionists.
The most fascinating part of the book starts with the 

raid, described by Horwitz as quixotic and doomed to 
failure. It resulted in the wounding of Brown and many 
others, the death of two of his sons, other raiders, a few 
townspeople and an U.S. Marine. For some unknown 
reason he remained in Harpers Ferry far too long and 
was captured. However, unlike his actions in Kansas, 

at Harpers Ferry Brown’s behavior was 
chivalrous, and the hostages seized 

during the raid were treated well. 
Brown’s statements made during 
and after his treason and murder 
trial and his brave acceptance of 
his death upon facing the gallows 
resulted in Northern public opinion 
regarding him as a martyr. Bells in 
the North rang upon his death.

The raid was a 9/11-like event 
in the South, causing fear of Nat 

Turner-type slave revolts. The South 
was infuriated by the North’s attitude 

towards Brown and the role of the six abolitionists. It is 
impossible to overstate the signifi cance of this affair as a 
factor in the formulation of secessionist public opinion 
leading to the Civil War.

THEsHARPSHOOTER
23-23 23rd Street NY, NY 11105

THE  LIBRARY
by Nathan Burkan

A Midnight Rising: John Brown and the Raid 
That Sparked the Civil War, by Tony Horwitz

Was John Brown a terrorist or a revolutionary freedom 
fi ghter? Tony Horwitz leaves it up to the reader to decide. 
Brown was an extreme Old Testament fundamentalist living 
in guerrilla-torn Kansas Territory who 
considered slavery an abomination. In 
1856 at Pottawatomie Creek he 
and his sons mutilated and killed 
fi ve non slaveholding pro-slavery 
men in order to terrorize pro-
slavery settlers. Brown became 
known to the public as an anti-
slavery guerrilla leader, the fearsome 
“Captain Brown” or “Osawatomie 
Brown” of Kansas.

After one of his sons had been 
killed by a pro-slavery preacher, Brown 
decided to strike back at the South. In 1859 
he formulated a plan to instigate a massive slave rebellion 
by raiding the arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia (now West 
Virginia), seizing weapons, and then conducting a guerrilla 
war in Virginia, freeing and arming as many slaves as possible. 


