
Cost:
Members: $40

Non-Members: $50
(or members failing to RSVP)

Date:
Monday, 

July 20, 2015

Place:
Draught 55

245 East 55th St.
(between 2nd & 3rd Aves.)

New York, NY
Time:

Dinner at 6 PM,
Doors open 5:30 PM

Cash Bar 5:30–6 PM

Please contact Dan Morrison
no later than Thursday, July 16

at 201-768-8250 or
USM1917@aol.com 

to confi rm you will be attending.

William H. Seward Award Presentation: 

Robert L. O’Connell

General William Tecumseh Sherman 
was a very complex man, but 
in his book, Fierce Patriot, 

winner of the fi rst of two Seward 
Awards to be awarded this year for 
signifi cant books about the Civil War 
published in the last year, our speaker 
Robert L. O’Connell sheds new light 
on this complicated character. (See our 
review on Page 4.)

Sherman is remembered by many as a ruthless 
military campaigner, yet among his friends his nickname was 
“Uncle Billy.” Harboring a love of high living, Sherman caused 
diffi culty in his family life, yet before his soldiers and newspa-
per reporters, was able to adopt a very different personality that 
kept the level of public interest in him very high.

The National Review asserts, “Sherman’s standing in Ameri-
can history is formidable.… It is hard to imagine any other 
biography capturing it all in such a concise and enlightening 
fashion.” Amazon shares the opinion that “Fierce Patriot will stand 
as the essential book on Sherman for decades to come.”
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DEAR CIVIL WAR FORUM FRIENDS:
As my third and fi nal term as CWFMNY Presi-

dent reaches its conclusion and I prepare to turn over 
the reins to Phyllis Rosenthal, it’s a good time to 
look both back and ahead. 

Our meetings have covered numerous topics 
relating to the Civil War Era. Chronologically we’ve 
looked at the origins of the War and its aftermath 
along with the years of fi ghting. We’ve considered 
political and social questions, technological ad-
vancements in medicine, photography, balloons and 

ironclads, and of course relived many of the great battles themselves. Our 
travels have taken us to battlefi elds, John Wilkes Booth’s escape route, and 
most recently the Carolinas. How fi tting that we mark the end of the Civil 
War Sesquicentennial at Fort Sumter, where the War not only began but 
also symbolically ended when the Stars and Stripes were raised once again 
on April 14, 1865, only to be upstaged by the dreadful assassination of Presi-
dent Lincoln.

Looking ahead, we have a strong slate of speakers lined up through the 
end of this year, including two William H. Seward Award winners thanks 
to the generosity of Jim Davis and the excellent work of the Seward Award 
Committee; and our own Jim Santagata, who will bring the unique fi g-
ure of Winfi eld Scott into our December meeting. I hope more of us will 
follow Jim by giving a talk, and I encourage all to continue to pursue your 
studies of the Civil War Era; by doing so, you help carry out our mission as 
an education corporation.

My deepest thanks to all of you who have helped us keep going, from 
Trustees, to Treasurers, to RSVP takers, to the AV team, to the contributors 
to The Sharpshooter, to our trip organizers. Your efforts and contributions 
have made my duties so much easier. Thanks also to those who have made 
donations to the Forum above and beyond annual dues. But above all, I am 
grateful to all of our members and everyone who joined one or more of 
our meetings. Your interest, understanding, knowledge, and desire to learn 
more has been the life of the party, and let’s keep it going!

Finally, I cannot be more pleased that Phyllis Rosenthal will be suc-
ceeding me as President. Phyllis has served the Forum with her indomi-
table spirit in more ways than I can count, but especially in advancing and 
running our annual tours along with Howard for six terrifi c years. I look 
forward to helping Phyllis carry the torch forward in the coming years as 
VP for Programs and in any other way I can help her. 

My best to you all,
Paul Windels III
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Upcoming Speakers
Monday, Sept. 21—Richard Brookhiser, “Founder’s Son, a Life of 

Abraham Lincoln” Award Presentation
Monday, Oct. 19—William H. Seward Award Presentation: S.C. 

Gwynne—Rebel Yell, The Violence, Passion, and Redemption of 
Stonewall Jackson

Monday, Nov. 16—Daniel Crofts, “Lincoln’s Other 13th Amendment: 
Rewriting the Constitution to Conciliate the Slave South”



Our tour to Civil War Savannah and 
Charleston in May was amazing.  It was thrill-
ing to be in the place where the war began, in 
order to understand more, the reasons for the 
confl ict. 

During visits to several historic sites, we 
learned, we ate, and we enjoyed the best 
weather offered in that part of the country. 
More than that, the experience was shared 
with 26 of the nicest people. 

That group toured Savannah and learned 
of its importance in Civil War, ate a south-
ern feast at Mrs. Wilkes’, and then went off 
to Charleston. We spent three full days in 
the capital, sailing to Fort Sumter, seeing the 
resurrected submarine CSS Hunley, and visit-
ing historic Magnolia Cemetery, the McLoed 
Plantation, and touring the battle sights around 
the harbor in Charleston. 

At the end of the trip a vote was taken 
about next year travel plans. We will prob-
ably go either to Vicksburg or to Petersburg, 

Spring 2015 Tour Goes Back 
Where It All Started

The 2015 CWFMNY Tour to Charleston and Savannah was enjoyed by 26 travellers who are shown at the 
McLeod Plantation, near Charleston, SC.

Appomattox, and Lee’s Retreat. That deci-
sion will be based on the comparative costs of 
the trips. Make plans now to reserve late May 
2016 for participating in next year’s tour.

Plans now being made for 
the 2016 CWFMNY Tour

If you would like to visit Lee’s Retreat, Peters-
burg, Appomattox, and other Virginia sites con-
nected to the Civil War, join CWFMNY for our 
Spring Tour on May 19–22, 2016.

We have reserved airline tickets for the trip. If 
you need airline transportation, please send a $50 
deposit, made out to CWFMNY to Phyllis and 
Howard Rosenthal, 166-25 Powells Cove Blvd., 
Apt. 2A, Whitestone, NY 11357.

If you want to make your own airline reserva-
tions but still want to take part in the touring, you 
need to make a reservation and send a deposit to 
Phyllis and Howard.

If you have any questions or want further 
information, call Phyllis or Howard Rosenthal at 
718-591-2950
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Fierce Patriot: The Tangled Lives of 
William Tecumseh Sherman
by Robert L. O’Connell

 O’Connell’s book is a very interesting and readable bi-
ography of General William Tecumseh Sherman. Published 
in 2014 it is selected for the fi rst of two CWFMNY Seward 
Awards. It covers not only Sherman’s military career and his 
early years, but also his marriage, and his post-Civil War 
duties as commanding General of the U.S. Army. 

 After his parents died, Sherman was raised by the family 
of a prominent Whig politician. He was a precocious and 
sociable teenager, entering West Point at age 16. Adapting 
well to West Point, he made many friends there and gradu-
ated sixth in the Class of 1840. 

Sherman resigned from the army in 1853. An capable 
administrator, he managed a number of banks but found 
business unsatisfying. Through his West Point contacts he 
was appointed in January 1860 as the fi rst commandant of 
a military academy in Louisiana organized by him, later 
known as Louisiana State University. At the outbreak of the 
Civil War he returned to the North.

Due to his family contacts, Sherman was personally 
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THE  LIBRARY
by Nathan Burkan

known to General Winfi eld Scott and President Lincoln, 
who was impressed with Sherman’s intelligence. To Lincoln’s 
surprise, unlike many other West Pointers Sherman did not 
seek a generalship, but was satisfi ed with the rank of colonel. 
After receiving a command in Kentucky, Sherman suffered 
from a severe depression requiring a medical leave.

O’Connell asserts that Sherman, at the beginning of his 
career, needed psychological support from a senior offi cer 
who was primarily responsible for making decisions, and that 
the lack of support in Kentucky contributed to his depres-
sion. The association of General Sherman with General 
Grant worked out well and was one the great partnerships in 
military history. 

Sherman as commanding General of the Union Army 
of Tennessee independently conducted a masterful Atlanta 
Campaign (except for one erroneous attack at Kennesaw 
Mountain). Sherman conceived and commanded the famous 
“March to the Sea” through Georgia, making clear to the 
South the inevitability of Union victory. Unfortunately, due 
to Sherman’s racism, the important work of negroes in that 
effort was not fully appreciated.

Among events described in this excellent book are Sher-
man’s marriage and a fi ne study of the Army of the Tennes-
see, whose soldiers called General Sherman “Uncle Billy.” 
Their morale was perhaps the highest in all of the Union 
armies.


