
Cost:
Members: $40

Non-Members: $50
(or members failing to RSVP)

Date:
Monday, 

May 19, 2014

Place:
Draught 55

245 East 55th St.
(between 2nd & 3rd Aves.)

New York, NY
Time:

Dinner at 6 PM,
Doors open 5:30 PM

Cash Bar 5:30–6 PM

Please contact Jeanne Grenning
no later than Thursday, May 15

at 301-742-5680 
to confi rm you will be attending.

THESHARPSHOOTER
THE CIVIL WAR FORUM OF METROPOLITAN NEW YORK

Spring 2014

Lt. Col. David R. Siry

Lt. Col. David Siry currently an Assistant Professor of Military 
History in the Department of History at the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, will talk tonight about many 

of the places there that commemorate America’s military history. 
Having graduated from USMA in 1994, Lt. Col. Siry entered the 

Armor Branch of the U.S. Army. He served in operational assign-
ments around the world including in Iraq, Kuwait, Bosnia, Haiti, and 
at Fort Knox. His two most recent deployments were as an Opera-
tions Offi cer and Executive Offi cer of a Cavalry Squadron in the 3rd 
Brigade of the 101st Airborne Division, and as a Team Chief on a 
Military Transition Team working with the Iraqis in Wasit Province.

Lt. Col. Siry earned a Masters Degree from the Pennsylvania State 
University in 2003. He has led numerous staff rides for cadets and 
soldiers at Gettysburg, Antietam, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, and 
Chattanooga.



DEAR CIVIL WAR FORUM FRIENDS:
It’s hard to believe that the fi fth anniversary of our 

creation is approaching. We’ve built a good record over 
these fi ve years. We have listened to distinguished speakers 
who have enlightened us on a wide array of topics, and we 
should be especially proud of the CWFMNY members 
who have given presentations. I heartily encourage anyone 
interested in making a presentation to let us know and 
we’ll set a date. Researching a topic is an accomplishment 
and really feeling you’ve got it covered and can share it is 

a wonderful experience, especially after you’ve been through the collegial 
give-and-take of our Forum audiences.

Highlights from the Fall and Winter include Jim Santagata’s vivid 
depiction of Sherman’s demons; Frank Scaturro’s scholarly explanation 
of how the Alabama claims got resolved—a watershed moment in the 
history of international relations ; Brian Jordan’s lively account of the 
treatment of Union veterans after the War; and Bill Morgan’s virtual tour 
of our home town. It’s too bad C-SPAN did not include our reading in 
unison of the Gettysburg Address in their broadcast of Bill’s talk, but it 
was a memorable way for us to honor the Sesquicentennial of one of the 
most famous and best political speeches in human history—thank you 
Jane Zweiffl er for the idea! We have more Sesquicentennial events to 
mark in 2014 from 1864, and I’d love to hear any suggestions for special 
ways to mark them. 

As always, we could not function without the help of so many of 
our members above and beyond our Offi cers and Trustees. Bob Rowen 
gets Powerpoints from our speakers and has them ready to go at our 
meetings. Joe Joyce, David Mark Brown, and Jim Santagata help with 
our A/V equipment; while Dan Morrison, Joan Masterson, and Car-
men Delgado handle RSVPs, soon to be joined by Jeanne Grenning. 
Phyllis and Howard Rosenthal have perfomed their usual labor of love, 
preparing this year’s trip to North Carolina while Nathan Burkan and 
Danny Jacobs revive our book auction with the generous contribution 
of volumes from the Eberstein library. I cannot omit Sergeant Charlie 
Schwarz, who publishes The Sharpshooter and helps everywhere.

One bittersweet moment with the coming of Spring is the departure 
of Conrad and Jackie Eberstein to Richmond. We will hold them to 
their word to visit us early and often, but they’ve been the heart and soul 
of our Forum for the last fi ve years and we’ll miss their dedicated service 
and cheerful company. We presented them a “Sergeant Charlie” award 
at their last meeting, and if anyone could live up to Charlie’s standard, 
it’s Jackie and Conrad.

Best wishes to all,
Paul Windels III
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For all those who will participate in this year’s tour of Civil War North 
Carolina, the departure will differ from the routine of past years. Tour partici-
pants have been divided into two groups, each with different travel arrangements 
for getting to North Carolina and back.

We will be staying at Hampton Inn, Kinston, NC, 1382 Highway 
258 S, Kinston, NC 28501. Tel. 1-888-780-8172.

GROUP ONE
Outbound—May 15, 2014
 Dep LaGuardia AA3404G 9:00AM

 Arr RDU  10:50AM

Return —May 18, 2014
 Dep RDU AA3032G 5:10PM

 Arr LaGuardia  6:45PM

This group includes:

Phyllis P. Rosenthal
Daniel I. Jacobs
Michael A. Glasser
Lois E. Glasser
Laurie Willis Jeffrey
Joan R. Masterson

Carl Ellman
Carmen Delgado
Daniel J. Morrison
Stephen K. Laird
Barbara H. Morrison
Charles K. Schwarz

GROUP TWO
Outbound—May 15, 2014
 Dep JFK AA3465Q 8:25AM

 Arr RDU  10:05AM

Return —May 18, 2014
 Dep RDU AA3305 3:40PM

 Arr LaGuardia  5:15PM

This group includes:

Howard R. Rosenthal
James F. Santagata
David Rothfeld
Doris B. Ingman
Paul Windells III

Rita Torres
Ralph F. Buro
Allen Ira Walberg
Robert J. Carlock
Jean Penelope Grenning

Election 
Committee’s 

Slate
President—Paul Windels III
Vice President for Programs— Stephen K. Laird
Vice President Operations—Charles K. Schwarz
Secretary—Jim Santagata
Treasurer—Nancy D. Newcomb
Directors — Nathan Burkan

Submitted by the CWFMNY Nominating Committee:
Charles K. Schwarz, Bob Rowen, and 
Conrad Eberstein
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Charlie Schwarz and CWFMNY President Paul Windells presenting 
the Sgt. Charles Schwarz “Liquid” Award to Conrad and Jacqueline 
Eberstein (not shown).

News of  CWFMNY’s Spring 2014 Tour



THEsHARPSHOOTER
23-23 23rd Street NY, NY 11105

THE  LIBRARY
by Nathan Burkan

Southern Storm: Sherman’s 
March To The Sea
by Noah A. Trudeau

Sherman’s march through Georgia 
consisted of a 300 mile swath, 60 miles 
wide, from Atlanta to Savannah by 
an army numbering 60,000 soldiers 
which commenced on November 12, 1864 and lasted 
approximately 40 days. The plan for this campaign did not 
originate with the fall of Atlanta, but only after Confeder-
ate General John Bell Hood decided to lead his Army of 
the Tennessee north seeking to capture Nashville instead 
of attacking Sherman’s line of communications. Grant and 
the White House agreed to the plan and Sherman assigned 
Union General George Thomas to defend the Nashville 
area. (Hood’s army was destroyed at Nashville.)

The major purpose of the march was to undermine 
Southern morale as well as to destroy railroad infrastructure 
and everything of military value along the invasion route. 
The plan was to live off the land by foraging, although 
the army started out with 5,000 head of cattle and 2,520 
wagons that contained a 20 day food supply and some 
fodder. The army ate very well except upon reaching the 

swamp area around Savannah. Confederate opposition was 
extremely light, primarily coming from cavalry and militia.

Trudeau confi rms that the stories about the out of 
control foraging and looting were true and not exaggerated, 
hence the term “Sherman’s Bummers,” although Sherman 
had issued orders requiring all foraged food to be turned 
over to commissary offi cers. There were many situations 
where foraging left farm families without food for the 
winter. Yet little was done to stop the looting and excessive 
food seizures.

Atlanta had been captured by Sherman prior to the 
march and under the direction of a Union military engi-
neer its railroad yards, equipment, and everything else of 
military value were totally destroyed. Unfortunately many 
private homes were also destroyed by fi res and the City 
was a total ruin. The only modern parallel would be the 
bombed out cities of World War II Germany. Fortunately 
Savannah, captured on December 22, 1864 was spared pri-
marily because the Confederate army evacuated the City.

Sherman did not want to be encumbered with the 
responsibility of feeding thousands of former slaves that 
were fl ocking to his army. There were a number of unfor-
tunate incidents where pontoon bridges across rivers were 
removed stranding many slaves, and there were a number of 
deaths. This and Sherman’s racist attitude resulted in criti-
cism primarily from Radical Republicans but did little to 
diminish his reputation.


