
Paul Windels III

Our September speaker is a familiar face to all of us: our President, 
Paul Windels III. His talk is about General John F. Reynolds and 
entitled “The Misunderstanding that could have Lost the Civil 

War.” Paul is a graduate of Yale College with a degree in Ancient Greek and 
Ancient History, and also an alumnus of Columbia Law School. Having prac-
ticed law for over 30 years in New York City and Scarsdale NY, his lifelong 
interest in the Civil War stems from having two grand fathers who were Civil 
War buffs (both owning original editions of R.E. Lee, Lee’s Lieutenants, and 
the Review of Reviews 10-volume photographic history, among things).

His grandfather James H. Ripley always enjoyed that he was related to 
Confederate Gen. Roswell Ripley (who fi red one of the fi rst guns against 
Fort Sumter), and Paul’s grandmother, Marguerite Doubleday Ripley, was 
related to Union Gen. Abner Doubleday, who fi red the fi rst Union shot at 
Sumter. Over the years, Paul kept his Civil War interest growing by read-
ing Carl Sandburg’s Lincoln, fi nding and reading a fi rst edition of Grant’s 
Memoirs he found at a used bookstore for a bargain price, and being intro-
duced to the Civil War Roundtable.

Having drafted the incorporation papers and bylaws of CWFMNY, 
Paul was an original Trustee and Counsel of the Forum for three years, then 
was elected President of the Forum in 2012 succeeding David Kinard. This 
year, he had the pleasure of taking his seven-year-old son Paul to Gettys-
burg for four days, and Paul thinks we have a future member in the making!

Cost:
Members: $40

Non-Members: $50

Date:
September 16, 2013

Place:
Draught 55

245 East 55th St.
(between 2nd & 3rd Aves.)

New York, NY

Time:
Dinner at 6 PM,

Doors open 5:30 PM

Cash Bar 5:30–6 PM

Please contact Joan Masterson 
no later than Sunday, Sept.15 

at 212-532-1566 
to confi rm you will be attending.
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DEAR CIVIL WAR FORUM FRIENDS:
We start Year Five on the momentum of a memorable 

2012–13 so let’s keep it going!
Our June and July meetings featured two presentations 

that were as remarkable as they were different. June’s speak-
er, Prof. Carol Berkin, presented “The Civil War Through 
the Eyes of Three Remarkable Women” with a fl air for 
bringing out the personalities of Angelina Grimke Weld, 
Varina Davis, and Julia Dent Grant, and thus enabling us 
to see events and personalities as those ladies saw them. 

July featured the fi rst of our two 2013 Seward Award winners, Prof. H.W. 
Brands, who presented his new book The Man Who Saved the Union, Ulysses 
Grant in War and Peace, to a full and enthusiastic house. We managed to hold 
these events notwithstanding the sudden closure of our usual home, Les Sans 
Culottes. Fortunately, thanks to the efforts of Conrad Eberstein, Bob Rowen, 
David Mark Brown, and Jim Santagata, we were able to set up promptly in 
our new home at Draught 55.

We express our thanks again to Jackie Eberstein for four wonderful years’ 
service as VP–Programs and to Nancy Newcomb for pinch-hitting as Trea-
surer. While they relinquish their formal duties, I am pleased that they will 
remain members of the “hard core” that keeps our Forum going. We also are 
grateful to David Rothfeld, our new Treasurer, and Conrad Eberstein, our 
new VP–Programs, for taking on those duties.

We start this fall with my own talk about John F. Reynolds. Following 
in October will be our second Seward Award winner for 2013, Walter Stahr, 
speaking on his biography of William H. Seward. Unlike many other awards, 
our Seward Award Committee gives the award when a biography warrants 
recognition, not simply to fi ll an annual quota. The Committee made two 
separate awards for 2013, and we thank Jim Davis for establishing the Award 
and for his decision to give two full awards to the well-deserving authors. 
Forum Secretary Jim Santagata will speak in December on Gen. Sherman—
and I would encourage any other member who wishes to prepare either a full 
presentation or a fi ve-minute talk to do so. Your knowledge and perspectives 
are a great asset of the Forum so please share them!

Our spring trip to North Carolina is nearly sold out, with Howard and 
Phyllis Rosenthal right now working on the schedule. Next May seems a long 
way away, but the work they are doing now is what leads to a smooth-run-
ning and top value trip, as we’ve had the last four years.

Finally, we always welcome new members, so please everyone think of 
friends who may be interested in joining the Forum. If you’re on Facebook or 
LinkedIn, you should follow the Forum and “share” Forum announcements 
with your friends and contacts. Let’s keep getting the word out, not just about 
the Forum, but about what the Civil War has meant to our Nation.

I look forward to seeing everyone in September.
Best,
Paul Windels III
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Speakers  2013
Tuesday, October 15—Second Seward Award Winner

Walter Stahr: 
Seward: Lincoln’s Indispensable Man

Monday, December 16—James Santagata
on “Sherman’s Demons”
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2013–2014:

DUES  ARE  DUE
$5000

If you have not paid your 2013–2014 
dues already, it is time to do so now. 

Bring your check to the next 
meeting or if you have any questions, 

please call our Treasurer, 
David Rothfeld at 
(516) 455-2768.

Henry W. Brands, the fi rst of two winners of CWFMNY’s 2013 
William Henry Seward Award, and a professor at the University of 
Texas, was the speaker at July’s meeting. He detailed his fi ndings 
and answered questions about his award-winning book, The Man 
Who Saved the Union: Ulysses Grant in War and Peace.
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THEsHARPSHOOTER
23-23 23rd Street NY, NY 11105

THE  LIBRARY
by Nathan Burkan

Gettysburg: The Last Invasion, 
by Allen C. Guelzo

Allen C. Guelzo, a professor and director of Civil 
War Era Studies at Gettysburg College, is a noted 
Lincoln scholar and author of many books. His 
scholarship and quality of writing are very evi-
dent; there are over 100 pages of footnotes  in 
this, his fi rst book on military history.

The introductory and concluding 
chapters are very interesting. They include 
the fractious history of the Army of the 
Potomac and its diffi cult relationship with 
the Lincoln Administration. This book is more 
than just another military history, there is com-
mentary on the Union’s political situation and the 
signifi cance of the Battle of Gettysburg.

Guelzo gives a somewhat revisionist account 
of the battle. For example, he asserts that the battle 
occurred as a result of Union General John Reynolds 
exceeding his authority due to his opposition to the 

Maryland Pipe Creek line fall back plan of the army’s 
commander, General George Meade. Furthermore, 
he considers General Oliver Howard, Eleventh 
Corps commander, to have been the hero of the 
First Day by reason of his leadership in having the 
defeated Union troops occupy and place artillery on 

Cemetery Hill, a key defensive position.
The book explores in considerable detail 

the various Gettysburg controversies: Ewell’s 
alleged failure to attack Cemetery Hill in 
the late afternoon of The First Day, Stu-
art’s failure to keep Lee informed about the 
location of the Army of the Potomac, and 
Longstreet’s delay on The Second Day in 

commencing the attack on the Union lines.
Guelzo, very critical of Meade’s general-

ship and his failure to attack Lee before Lee could 
cross the Potomac, asserts Meade was a very cau-
tious and reactive general and that the Union victory 
was won by the initiative displayed by many of his 
commanders. Guelzo maintains: “…Robert E. Lee 
lost the battle of Gettysburg much more than Meade 
won it.


