
Jim Santagata

Jim Santagata is a life-long resident of Brook-
lyn, a graduate of the Cooper Union, and an 
engineer who spent his fi nal and favorite 

 working years in the pasta industry. Retired now, 
with plenty of time to enjoy his Civil War interests, 
Jim and his wife Matti split their time between their 
home in Brooklyn and their Florida condo.

One of the founding members of the 
CWFMNY, Jim has been the group’s Secretary 
since the beginning, and is now the only one of the 
original offi cers who has held his position for CWFMNY’s entire exis-
tence. Until his middle years, Jim knew nothing about history and didn’t 
even know why Gettysburg was so famous. That all changed with his 
fi rst two-hour tour of the Gettysburg battlefi elds, thanks to an 80-year-
old battlefi eld guide who really brought the battle to life, talking about its 
generals as if he had known them.

In previous talks, Jim spoke of  “The Joint Committee on the Con-
duct of the War” and on “Henry Halleck: His Genius and His Dark Side.” 
His December talk is about “Sherman’s Demons,” illuminating the fac-
tors that shaped the controversial mind and personality of William T, 
Sherman, leading to Sherman’s nervous breakdown early in the Civil 
War, followed by a year of daring and historic campaigns that fi nally 
helped win the war.

Cost:
Members: $40

Non-Members: $50
(or members failing to RSVP)

Date:
Monday, 

December 16, 2013

Place:
Draught 55

245 East 55th St.
(between 2nd & 3rd Aves.)

New York, NY
Time:

Dinner at 6 PM,
Doors open 5:30 PM

Cash Bar 5:30–6 PM

Please contact Dan Morrison
no later than Thursday, Dec.12

at 201-784-8486 or
USM1917@aol.com 

to confi rm you will be attending.
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DEAR CIVIL WAR FORUM FRIENDS:
Fall is upon us, and we were very fortunate to have 

a second William H. Seward Award winner visit us in 
October. Walter Stahr brought the often overlooked and 
underestimated presence of Sec. Seward himself to life for 
us as he accepted the Award for his superb Seward—
Lincoln’s Indispensable Man. How good was he? 
Copies of his book were selling like hotcakes—but we 
still have a few more available for purchase at a reason-
able price, a benefi t to the Forum and a great gift for 

anyone interested in history. Special thanks to Jim Davis for awarding two 
separate William H. Seward Awards because he considered two 2012 bi-
ographies deserved it, and to the Seward Award Committee: Jim, Nathan 
Burkan, and Nancy Newman.

In coming months we anticipate three very interesting speakers: Bill 
Morgan will make us even more aware of our Civil War surroundings in 
his November 18 presentation—“A Civil War Lover’s Guide to New 
York.” We all know what an interesting and well-read Civil War buff 
Jim Santagata is, as well as a valued leader of our Forum, so it will be a 
win-win for us to hear Jim discussing General Sherman on December 16. 
January 20 will bring us Frank Scaturro on the history of the Alabama 
Claims, a topic that encompasses the beginnings of international legal 
resolutions together with the tense diplomacy between Britain and the 
United States throughout the war.

I’ve always been pleased that our speakers pay high compliments to 
our Forum as an audience. I’ve always thought they were right; we take 
a keen interest and ask lively questions enhancing the talks, never with 
contention or hostility, always with cordial respect. In September, I got to 
experience this fi rst hand when I spoke about Gen. Reynolds, and you 
really kept me on my toes, making me think even more about my topic. It 
was fun, it was a privilege, and I thank you all.

One Sesquicentennial note: This year marks the 150th anniversa-
ry of President Lincoln’s declaration of Thanksgiving as a national holiday, 
as well as of the Gettysburg Address. As we give thanks this year for all 
the blessings we and our Nation have enjoyed, we should remember that 
President Lincoln created this occasion at a time when the outcome of the 
War was in serious doubt. The Army of the Potomac had made no prog-
ress in the East in two years. The Army of the Cumberland was starving, 
as it lay under siege in Chattanooga following its defeat at Chickamauga. 
When others would have despaired, Lincoln could hope and ask his fellow 
citizens to hope with him for the ideals he expounded so perfectly in the 
Gettysburg Address. We all know the rest of the story, but we should also 
remember that those in Lincoln’s audience didn’t know.
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CWFMNY President Paul Windels lecturing in October about General John Reynolds 
and the incident that might have changed the result of the Civil War.

Peace on Earth
…a hope for today, a wish for the ages

Season’s Greetings
2013 THE CIVIL WAR FORUM OF METROPOLITAN NEW YORK 2014

The excitement is building about our trip to the 
Civil War sites in eastern North Carolina which will 
happen May 15-18, 2014. The area is incredibly beau-
tiful, and the Civil War tours we will be taking are 
unique and interesting. Airplane reservations have been 
made; the $236 balance for plane tickets is due at the 
meeting on Jan. 17. Remaining balance for the rest of 
tour costs should be paid at February’s meeting. 

There are two airline reservations for getting to 
North Carolina, so participants can choose the one most 
convenient for them. From LaGuardia Airport: Ameri-
can Flight 3531 is scheduled to depart at 8:20 AM. The 
other, Flight 3363, will depart from JFK at 8:00 AM.

Our hotel has been booked, too. It is the 
Hampton Inn in Kinston, NC (1-888-370-0921), and 
tour guides have been engaged. They will be Chris Fon-
dille at Fort Fisher, and William Gorges, the author of On 
the Battle. At this time, we are fully booked for this inau-
gural trip to North Carolina, however, we have a waiting 
list in case anyone has to drop out and their spot becomes 
available. If you are interested in being on the waiting list, 
contact Phyllis or Howard Rosenthal at (718)-581-2950.

The cost for the tour, excluding airfare, is $650 
and is due in February. Please make out your check 
to CWFMNY and send it to Howard Rosenthal, 
81-15 Surrey Place, Jamaica Estates, NY 11432.

News of  CWFMNY’s Spring 2014 Tour
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THE  LIBRARY
by Nathan Burkan

Lincoln’s Code: The Laws of War 
in American History
by John F. Witt
A professor of law and history at Yale 
University, John F. Witt has previously 
written two widely acclaimed books on 
U.S. legal history.

Lincoln as Commander in Chief was con-
fronted with various legal problems during the Civil War 
such as the rights of prisoners and black soldiers, the extent of 
martial law, and the confi scation of Confederate property. Ac-
cording to Witt, the Army’s existing Articles of War derived 
from American and European customs that were inadequate 
to deal with many situations. It is no wonder that Lincoln 
wanted to develop a new legal code comprising the modern 
laws of war that could serve as a guide to the military.

The President chose an ideal person for the job: Francis 
Lieber, a Prussian born Columbia University professor of his-
tory and political science and a strong supporter of the Union. 
As a young man Lieber had joined the Prussian army and 
fought against the French in the Napoleonic Wars, so he was 
quite familiar with combat. At Columbia, Lieber had given 
a series of lectures starting in 1861 entitled “The Law and 

Usages of War,” that were carried in the New York Times and 
many other newspapers.

At the request of General in Chief Henry Halleck and 
Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, Lieber became Lincoln’s ad-
viser on questions about the laws of war. One of Lieber’s major 
themes that runs through his restatement of the laws of war is 
military necessity, subject to constraints. Although Lieber was 
not a humanist, he believed that war should be conducted with 
overwhelming force in order to ensure a quick victory and  
save lives. The code refl ected Lieber’s philosophy that destruc-
tion perpetrated by warring powers should not be greater than 
necessary. All prisoners of war should be treated equally and 
humanely irrespective of color.

Regarding prisoners of war, Section 56 states:

A prisoner of war is subject to no punishment 
for being a public enemy, nor is any revenge 
wreaked on him by the intentional infl ection 
of any suffering…by cruel imprisonment, 
want of food, by mutilation, death or other 
barbarity.” 

The 156 sections of the Code also cover martial law 
and the treatment of civilians. It constituted the basis for 
various European rules of war treaties and the Geneva 
Convention of 1949.


