
Peter J. D’Onofrio

Peter D’Onofrio’s talk is entitled “Medical Advancements of the Civil War.” 
He attended high school in New York City and nurtured an interest in the 
Civil War, visiting many of the major battlefi elds in the Eastern and Western 

theaters. Dr. D’Onofrio began Civil War re-enacting in 1978 when he joined the 
35th Ohio Volunteer Infantry Regiment in the 
Cincinnati area. Originally joining as an infan-
tryman, he eventually developed the persona of 
the Regimental Surgeon for the 35th OVI. He 
served in that position until the group disbanded 
early in 1988.

Dr. D’Onofrio is presently the President and 
Chief Executive Offi cer of The Society of Civil 
War Surgeons, Inc., a non-profi t, international 

educational organization whose purpose is to educate the general public and his fellow 
re-enactors about the role of the Civil War medical professional. During his tenure, 
the Society has grown to more than 350 members. He is the Editor/Publisher of the 
Society’s quarterly publication, The Journal of Civil War Medicine.

With the start of the 125th Anniversary of the Civil War in 1986, Dr. D’Onofrio 
has been instrumental in setting up the medical re-enactments for numerous major 
battles and serving as overall Medical Director for The Army of The Potomac at these 
battle re-enactments.

Since 1993, Dr. D’Onofrio, in conjunction with other living historians, has run 
a Civil War hospital at the Ohio Civil War Show, the largest such show in the Mid-
west. In 2004 he was instrumental in working with the Gettysburg Battlefi eld Park in 
setting up the fi rst ever medical living history weekend to be held on park property. 
Because of the weekend’s success, it may become an annual event.

Cost:
Members: $40

Non-Members: $50

Date:
April 17, 2013

Place:
Les Sans Culottes

1085 2nd Ave.
(near the corner of 57th St.)

New York, NY 10022

Time:
Dinner at 6 PM,

Doors open 5:30 PM

Cash Bar 5:30–6 PM

Please contact Carmen Delgado 
no later than Sunday, Apr.14 

at 212-873-1999 
to confi rm you will be attending.
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DEAR CWFMNY FRIENDS
At the risk of repeating myself from our February meeting, it’s still worth 

pointing out that history has made the front pages twice in the last month or so. 
Thanks to outstanding scholarship and determination by the 
followers of Richard III in England, that King’s body was found 
under a parking lot in Leicester and its identity was confi rmed. 
At the Vatican, Pope Benedict’s retirement from the Papacy 
revived a concept that had lain dormant for nearly six centuries.

What has this to do with our club? Everything! Think of 
a man like Pope Benedict, whose love of history made him 
familiar with the precedent that a Pope could retire, and 
whose devotion to his Church led him to revive that prec-

edent when he thought it would be best for his Church. Think also of how the 
followers of Richard III identifi ed the likely burial site, got permission to dig, 
and even located people with the same female DNA as Richard. Finally, think 
of the parking lot obliterating the grave of a man who had once been crowned 
in splendor…just like so many sites that meant so much during our Civil War. 
Obviously today’s world has to be able to function, but we must balance that 
with the need to preserve places and monuments that bring our past to life. Let’s 
keep up our interest in the Civil War, and let’s remember the excellent work 
being done by our friends at the Civil War Trust and other organizations and 
help them as best as we can. CWFMNY is proud to be a Color Bearer at Civil 
War Trust.

We’ve had excellent speakers and through fi ve-minute member presentations, 
we also learned about the Monitor Museum in Queens and Frederick Douglass 
among others. If you want to share your personal Civil War interest with the 
rest of us, please let me know.

Finally, my thanks to everyone who has brought a friend to one of our recent 
meetings—let’s keep that up! I look forward to seeing everyone at our upcom-
ing meetings and on our tour to Civil War Washington.

Regards,
Paul Windels III
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It’s Election Time!
Nancy Newcomb, speaking for the Nominating Committee, which also 

includes Phyllis Rosenthal and Nancy Newcombe, has announced the follow-
ing candidates for offi ce for the year starting July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014. The 
election will be held at the meeting on May 15 and here are the candidates:

Offi cers: 
President – Paul Windels III VP of Operations – 
VP of Programs – Conred Eberstein   Charles K. Schwarz
Program Assistant – Carmen Delgado Secretary – James Santagata
 Treasurer – Nancy D. Newcomb

eeeeee
Directors:

Serving until 2014
 Rita Torres
 David Mark Brown

Serving until 2015
 James W. Davis
 Daniel J. Morrison

Serving until 2016
 James W. Davis
 Daniel J. Morrison

Serving until 2017
 Phyllis Rosenthal
 Paul Windels III
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On May 16–19, 2013, The Civl War Forum 
will embark on a slightly different but totally fas-
cinating tour of Washington, DC. Among other 
destinations, we will visit Arlington Cemetery 
and tour the Custis-Lee Mansion—yes, that Lee. 
We will be treated to an exceptional tour of the 
National Portrait Gallery that will truly “knock 
your socks off.” In addition to touring some of the 
forts that defended the capital during the war, the 
highlighted tour will be “The John Wilkes Booth 
Escape Route,” starting start at Ford’s Theater in 
downtown Washington, DC, and taking us then 
through Maryland and Virginia. 

The group will stay at the Crown Plaza Hotel, 
#1 Research Court., Rockville, MD 20850; 
(301) 840-0200.

We expect this trip will be a popular one, so 
please send $825 to reserve your place to Howard 
Rosenthal, 81-15 Surrey Place, Jamaica, NY 11432. 
Any questions, call Howard at 718-591-2950. Please 
be sure the check is made out to CWFMNY.

Tour News 2013

Speakers  2013
May 15 —Tom Fleming: 

A Disease in the Public Mind: 
A New Understanding of the Civil War

June 19 —Prof. Carol Berkin: 
The Civil War Through the Eyes 

of Three Remarkable Women
July 17—Presentation of The Seward Award
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Our March speaker Ron Coddington is presented a Certifi cate of Appreciation by Jackie Eberstein, Program 
Chairman, and President Paul Windels III.

Donors to Our Club
Several of our members have made gen-
erous donations to help keep our budget 
robust and we take this chance to express 
the Club’s gratitude to:

 James W. Davis Jacqueline & 
   Conrad Eberstein
 Carl Ellman Ed Happle
 Daniel Jacobs Paul Windels III



THEsHARPSHOOTER
23-23 23rd Street NY, NY 11105

THE  LIBRARY
by Nathan Burkan

The Fall of the House of Dixie,
by Bruce Levine

In his widely acclaimed book, Bruce Levine, 
a history professor at the University of Illinois, 
describes the social revolution that occurred in 
the South as a result of the Civil War. The war 
that had been instigated by the majority of the 
South’s Planter Class to protect slavery became 
a catastrophe that led to its impoverishment 
and loss of political power with the emancipa-
tion of the South’s four million slaves, whose 
antebellum value had been billions of dollars. 

Three thousand planters had owned 100 
slaves or more, controlled the state legislatures 
and governors of the Southern states, and were 
ably represented in the United States Senate by such 
politicians as Jefferson Davis and James Hammond. Their 
Southern political power protected slavery and blocked 
or mitigated such measures as the tariff and other mat-
ters detrimental to Southern interests. Levine states that 
the majority of Southern yeoman farmers and poor whites 
irrespective of slave ownership were politically allied with 
the Planters (other than Unionists living in uphill areas not 

conducive to slavery). Many aspired to become Planters.
Slavery had been rationalized by the elite class as a 

benevolent institution that civilized their negroes, whom 
they believed were inferior, docile, and loyal. They also 
believed that secession would result in foreign recogni-
tion of the Confederacy because cotton was indispensable 

to the textile industries of Great Britain, and that the 
North lacked the will or ability to suppress the 

South’s secession from the Union.
As we know, these assumptions and ratio-

nalizations were totally wrong. The North 
vigorously pursued the war, the anticipated 
foreign recognition never occurred, and the 
negroes were quite aware of the local mili-
tary situation, fl eeing the plantations in the 
thousands whenever they had the opportu-

nity to escape to Union lines. Many became 
Union soldiers.

Levine points out that many planters im-
paired the Confederate war effort by refusing to comply 

with various directives from Richmond regarding food 
deliveries and use of negro labor. Furthermore, the 1863 
Confederate Conscription Acts resulted in many poor 
whites refusing to serve in the Confederate Army con-
sidering the Civil War “As a poor man’s fi ght for a rich 
man’s war.”


