
Cost:
Members: $40

Non-Members: $50
(or members failing to RSVP)

Date:
Monday, 

September 15, 2014

Place:
Draught 55

245 East 55th St.
(between 2nd & 3rd Aves.)

New York, NY
Time:

Dinner at 6 PM,
Doors open 5:30 PM

Cash Bar 5:30–6 PM

Please contact Carmen Delgado
no later than Thursday, Sept. 11

at 212-873-1999
to confi rm you will be attending.

THESHARPSHOOTER
THE CIVIL WAR FORUM OF METROPOLITAN NEW YORK

Autumn 2014

No Certainty for Lincoln: 
A 150-Year Look Back at the 1864 Presidential Election 

and Lincoln’s Unexpected Victory

During the months leading up to the 1864 Presidential election no one, 
especially Abraham Lincoln himself, expected his administration to be 
returned to offi ce. Lincoln, in fact, planned ahead for his own defeat 

when he wrote a “Blind Memorandum,” asking his cabinet to sign and date it 
sight unseen, stating his duty and intention to work with McClellan during the 
period between election day and McClellan’s inauguration in order to save the 
Union because, in Lincoln’s own words, McClellan, “will have secured 
his election on such ground that he 
cannot possibly save it” once he is 
President. 

How did Lincoln gain re-election 
amidst such gloomy predictions? 
Come and join us for a four-
member presentation featuring 
Nathan Burkan speaking for the 
peace Democrats, Lou McElwee 
speaking for the Radical Republicans, 
and Jim Santagata speaking for 
George McClellan, as they lay out the 
different cases made against Lincoln, 
while Paul Windels defends the 
Lincoln record! Come and join us 
on September 15th and become a political pundit of 1864, joining the ques-
tioning and critiquing of the different individuals.

General McClellan and President Lincoln 
at Antietam.



DEAR CIVIL WAR FORUM FRIENDS:
We’ve completed fi ve successful years. Five years of monthly 

meetings covering a variety of topics relating to the Civil War: 
from medicine to politics to military strategy and tactics to pho-
tography. Five years of great trips, to the Shenandoah, Southern 
Maryland and Virginia, and most recently Kinston, North Caro-
lina. Five years of talking about the Civil War with each other, and 
enjoying our friendships. I’ve certainly enjoyed them tremendously 
and I hope everyone else has as well.

There are many people to thank for these fi ve years: David Kinard for getting 
us started on the right path as our fi rst President; Phyllis and Howard Rosenthal, 
who plan our trips as a labor of love; “Sergeant Charlie” Schwarz, who publishes 
The Sharpshooter and is always helping out somewhere and keeping us laughing; 
Bob Rowen, who has given us a superb website and does our AV for our meetings. 

We also owe thanks to Jim Santagata, our Secretary, who records our meet-
ings and keeps everyone up to date; David Rothfeld, Nancy Newcomb, and Ken 
Friedman, our Treasurers, who have kept our books in order; Jim Davis, founder 
of our presitigous William H. Seward Award, Dan Morrison, Nathan Burkan, 
David Mark Brown, and Rita Torres, who have served as Trustees and helped 
out all over the place; Jackie and Conrad Eberstein and Steve Laird, who have put 
together such a great series of programs; Joan Masterson, Carmen Delgado, and 
Jeanne Grenning, who have handled the RSVPs with Dan; and also thanks go to 
Joe Joyce, who has helped Bob Rowen set up and put away our AV equipment and 
Jane Zweiffl er, who has never missed an opportunity to publicize our group. 

I’m especially grateful to those members who have made presentations to the 
Forum, such as Nathan Burkan, Jackie Eberstein, Lou McElwee, and Jim Santa-
gata, for carrying forward our Forum’s mission as an education corporation, and I 
look forward to many more member presentations in the future.

Our spring included talks by Bob Berthelson about the evolution of photog-
raphy during the Civil War. Lt. Col. David Siri took us on a virtual tour of West 
Point giving us a fl avor of new methods that are teaching our future military 
leaders about the Civil War. Most recently Phil Vitiello left us amazed with his 
detailed knowledge of Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain. Thank you Steve Laird 
for stepping in and arranging these terrifi c speakers. Thanks also to Phyllis and 
Howard and the good people of Kinston, North Carolina, for a superb trip: from 
pig roast and visit to C.S.S. Neuse to visiting the farmhouse where Joe Johnston 
surrendered to Sherman (which makes the McLean House look like a palace by 
comparison) to different forts: Macon, made of stone and brick, and Fisher and 
Anderson with their innovative use of sand as a buffer against artillery fi re. 

Now on to our sixth year, starting with a William H. Seward Award to Rob-
ert W. Lull for his biography of Gen. James M. Williams, one of the fi rst men to 
command black troops in combat. We look forward to a lively 2014–15 year, so 
come and join the fun!

Best wishes to all,
Paul Windels III
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DUES 2014–2015: $5000
 DUE

If you have not yet paid your 2014–2015 dues already, it is time to do so.
Bring your check to the next meeting or mail it to our Treasurer: 

David Rothfeld
76 N. Broadway, Suite 3009
Hicksville, NY 11801



2014  North Carolina Tour
After arriving at the Raleigh/Durham airport, the 

fi rst stop made by our Springtime Tour Group was to 
Bennett Place, the farm home of James Bennett, where 
Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston surrendered 
his army to General William T. Sherman on April 26, 
1865. That surrender followed Lee’s at Appomattox 
by 17 days and ended the Civil War in The Carolinas, 
Georgia, and Florida.

That evening we had dinner at the Neasock Club. 
The following day we toured three forts: Fort Macon, 

Fort Fisher, and Fort Anderson. We also visited a replica 
of the CSS Neuse, the only full-sized facsimile of a 
Confederate gunboat. Battlefi elds and museums are the 
usual tour staples, but this group had a special Civil War 
walking tour of New Bern led by Dr. Paul Schweitzer.

Our tour was capped by a very tasty luncheon at the 
Queen Street Deli. The warmth and pleasant hospitality 
of the group headed by Jan Parson (Chamber of Com-
merce), left us with a very pleasant memory of Kinston, 
North Carolina.

PHOTOS CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: R.W. King “in action” at Kinston, 
NC; the whole tour group at Fort Macon; Carmen Delgado ready for action 
at Fort Macon; Charlie Schwarz and his “shipmate” in front of the replica 
of CSS Neuse. 
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THEsHARPSHOOTER
23-23 23rd Street NY, NY 11105

THE  LIBRARY
by Nathan Burkan

A Commander of All Lincoln’s Armies: A 
Life of General Henry W. Halleck
by John F. Marszalek

Marszalek’s intriguing book describes the two 
major phases of General Henry Halleck’s life: the fi rst, 
virtually unknown, was a brilliant career 
at West Point as a renowned military 
authority and author on military 
affairs; the second, after resigning 
from the army, as an important 
organizer of the State of Califor-
nia, a leading lawyer, mine owner 
and millionaire businessman.

The second better-known 
phase as Lincoln’s Commander-in-
Chief of the Union Army (and later Chief of Staff ) 
is in total contrast to the fi rst. While an excellent 
administrator and military advisor to President 
Lincoln, Halleck was an inept fi eld commander. He 
frustrated President Lincoln by continually avoiding 

responsibility and refusing to give orders to various 
generals to get their armies moving. As Marszalek 
stated: “…he saw his role as coordinator rather than 
commander, administrator, not fi ghter.”

For example, considering his pre-war accom-
plishments, it was hard to understand why he was in 
awe of and intimidated by General McClellan, who 
continually outmaneuvered him. Hallack failed dur-
ing McClellan’s bogged down Peninsula Campaign 
to give any direct orders to McClellan to go on the 
offensive, although this was what Lincoln wanted.

 In addition, Halleck was bureaucratic and 
obsessed about the proper form of paperwork. He 
possessed a brusque and petulant manner and was 
easily irritated. In their initial encounter in 1862, 
Halleck was critical of General Grant whom he 
wanted to replace. Grant was totally misjudged 
due to his shabby appearance and the rumors about 
his drinking. Unlike McClellan, Grant did not fi t 
Halleck’s image of what a general should look 
like. However, his opinion later changed and 
Halleck enjoyed an excellent relationship with 
Grant throughout the remainder of the war. 


