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Jim Santagata

Jim Santagata’s talk is about “General 
Halleck: His Genius and His Dark 
Side.” A lifelong resident of Brooklyn, 

Jim recently retired, but he is still con-
sulting as a scientist and engineer whose 
entire career has been in the food indus-
try, making him the Forum’s pasta expert.

Jim’s earliest connection with the Civil 
War was when he graduated with a B.S. in 
Chemical Engineering from the Cooper 
Union. “While working on a project in 
Harrisburg, the plant manager drove me to 
Gettysburg for dinner one evening, and I 
had to ask him to remind me exactly what 
it was that happened in Gettysburg! The 
very next day, at his insistence, I was sitting in my car as an 80-year-old Battlefi eld 
Guide drove me through the three days of the battle, and I was hooked.

“I asked the Guide for the name of the best book he knew about the battle and 
was told that Coddington’s Gettysburg Campaign was the only book anyone had to 
read. I bought it as soon as the tour was over.

“A month later, having read it, I was back in Gettysburg taking the same tour 
again, this time with the older brother of the same Guide! At the end of the tour, 
he turned to my wife and son in the backseat and thanked them for supplying such 
genuine moaning and groaning sounds, just like all the wounded and dying soldiers 
who had fought so bravely in the battle for those three days!”

Cost:

Members: $40
Non-Members: $50

Date:

Dec. 15, 2010
Place:

The Roger Smith Hotel,
507 Lexington Ave.,

16th fl oor “Solarium”
Time:

Dinner at 6 PM,
Doors open 5:30 PM

Cash Bar 5:30–6 PM

Please call 212-534-0149 
by Dec. 12th

to confi rm you will be attending.



LETTER FROM

THE PRESIDENT

The last few months have marked milestones for 
our Forum. Several members have described the meet-
ing featuring the talk on “Grant’s Indian” (the one I 
missed,)  as “The Best Ever of Our Meetings.” There 
was also favorable press coverage of the meeting from 
the New York Times as arranged by member, Jane 
Zweiffl er. We also had a totally enjoyable one-day tour 

of “New York and the Civil War” arranged by our great tour directors, 
Phyllis and Howard Rosenthal. Almost 40 members and guests were able 
to enjoy this educational and social experience.

We will have more “Best Meetings Ever” and more great tours, fun, 
and learning experiences, but we need your help. Active member par-
ticipants are what make our Forum such a great place and a great event. 
We are going to have one or two meetings per year where we need the 
members to participate actively or those meetings will be a fl op!  The next 
meeting of this type will be in January, when Paul Windels will moderate a 
discussion of the “What if ’s of the Civil War.” To make this a success, 
we need your ideas and commitment to participate. Please email Paul 
(PWindelsIII@aol.com); Jackie at jeberstein@controlcarb.com, or me 
DavidMKinard@aol.com with your ideas for this member-driven event, 
that we hope will set a new benchmark for “The Best Meeting Ever.”

You are all a great bunch of guys and gals.
Regards,
David Kinard
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Professor James Basker was the speaker at our October meeting. A Professor at 
Barnard College, he gave a talk about John Brown. In the above photo, Professor 
Basker is presented with a Certifi cate of Appreciation by Vice-President of 
Programming Jacqueline Eberstein. 
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A Saturday Spent in the Past

CWFMNY TOUR NEWS:
The annual battlefi eld tour will be to the breathtaking Shenandoah 

Valley of Virginia from May 19 to May 22, 2011. We will be led through 
the battles of 1862, by the fabulous Frank O’Reilly (those who participated 
in last year’s tour of Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville, are sure to agree!). 
He will be covering the battles of Winchester, Front Royal, Kernstown, 
McDowell, Port Republic, and Cross Keys. Frank is also planning a special 
surprise visit for us.

The four-day, all-inclusive tour promises to be stimulating and educa-
tional. Touring with the Forum is a most entertaining way of seeing Civil 
War sites. Plan on joining your fellow members on this tour.

The price, still to be determined, will be approximately $700. To 
reserve a spot on the tour, send a $100 deposit, made out to CWFMNY, to 
Howard and Phyllis Rosenthal, 81-15 Surrey Place, Jamaica, NY 11432, or 
hand a check to either of them at our meetings. For additional information, 
call Howard or Phyllis at 718-591-2950

Speakers 2011
January 19—Paul Windels will moderate a “What If…?” session with various Forum members speaking

February 16—TBA

Imagine, if you will, being a tourist in New York 
City…150 years ago! That is exactly what our Forum 
members and their guests did on Saturday, October 23rd.

The day began at the 7th Regiment Armory, led 
through the City of New York of the 1860’s by Joyce 
Gold, a noted New York historian. Even though most 
of the buildings were long gone, we could imagine what 
it was like being a New Yorker during the Civil War. 
One of the highlights was the tour around Madison 
Square Park, and viewing the “exceptional” statue of 
William Seward.

Then off to the City of Brooklyn we went briefl y 
jumping back into the present to eat a uniquely Brooklyn 
lunch at Junior’s.

It didn’t take long to return to the feeling of the 1860’s, 
when we visited Henry Ward Beecher’s Plymouth Church. 
Lois Rosebrooks, their historian, recounted the Church’s 
long history of fi ghting for the abolition of slavery, and we 
walked back in time through the basement of the Church, 
once used as a stop on the Underground Railroad.

Our next site was at the beautiful Green-Wood 
Cemetery, that urban “oasis” that has been the fi nal 
resting place for New Yorkers, Brooklynites, and others 
since the 1830’s. The Chief Historian of the cemetery 
is Jeffrey Richman, who treated us to a trolley tour of 
the Cemetery. Viewing the graves of many heroic Civil 
War veterans, both Union and Confederate. The Civil 
War Project has located and re-markered over 3500 
graves to date.

At the end of the day, participants returned back to 
the future and the Armory. We were tired, but why not? 
We had traveled 150 years!

Peace on Earth
…a hope for today,…
a wish for the ages

Season’s Greetings
THE CIVIL WAR FORUM 2010 OF METROPOLITAN NEW YORK  2011

ABOVE: Joyce Golden, New York City historian for the morning 
tour in action at Madison Square Park. 
BELOW: CWFNY group at Green-Wood Cemetery, Brooklyn.



The Battle of Franklin, When The Devil Had Full 
Possession of the Earth, by James R. Knight

This short (121 pages) and highly 
readable book is about the Battle of 
Franklin and Lt. General John Bell 
Hood’s failed command of the Army 
of Tennessee. After General Hood had 
assumed command on July 17, 1864, the 
Army incurred thousands of casualties 
in its lost Atlanta Campaign and suffered 
poor morale. Knight states many of its 
offi cers believed Hood was rash, unquali-
fi ed to lead an army and physically unfi t. 
Knight also stated the command struc-
ture was weak, its three corps command-
ers having only been recently appointed 
to their positions. 

Hood’s plan initially was to attack Sherman, but this 
plan changed when Sherman turned east on his famous 
“March to the Sea,” leaving Major General George 
Thomas in charge of thinly garrisoned Union troops at-
Nashville. Hood then planned in late November to seize 

Nashville before Thomas could be reinforced, but bad 
weather delayed his army’s advance through Tennessee.

Moreover, the two Union corps reinforcing Thomas 
were always one step ahead of Hood who failed due to his 
army’s poor coordination to cut them off. Hood became 

exasperated and decided, against the 
advice of his generals, to attack the Union 
corps at Franklin, a small settlement near 
Nashville on November 30, 1864. The 
battlefi eld totally favored the well en-
trenched Union forces, with a wide open 
two mile front, compressed into a 1,600 
yard funnel in front of the Union lines. 
The result was a slaughter which gravely 
weakened Hood’s army on the scale of 
Fredericksburg, Pickett’s Charge or Cold 
Harbor. 

In spite of those horrendous losses, 
Hood two days later moved outside 

Nashville but was attacked on December 15th by General 
Thomas whose heavily reinforced Union forces destroyed 
Hood’s army. As Knight stated: 

 “Hood’s conduct of the Tennessee Campaign was an 
unmitigated disaster.”
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