
Kevin Levin

Kevin M. 
Levin’s talk 
is entitled 

“‘Until Ever’ 
Negro Has Been 
Slaughtered’”—
Remembering 
United States 
Colored Troops 
at the Crater.” A 
Civil War histo-
rian and history 
educator based in 
Boston. From 2000 
to 2011 he taught 
American history 
at the St. Anne’s–Belfi eld School in Charlottesville, Virginia. His 
writings have appeared in The Atlantic and The New York Times 
as well as in scholarly journals. Author of Remembering the Battle 
of the Crater: War as Murder (University Press of Kentucky, 2012) 
he is also the owner of the award-winning blog Civil War Memory 
[http:cwmemory.com].

Cost:
Members: $40

Non-Members: $50

Date:
December 19, 2012

Place:
Les Sans Culottes

1085 2nd Ave.
(near the corner of 57th St.)

New York, NY 10022

Time:
Dinner at 6 PM,

Doors open 5:30 PM

Cash Bar 5:30–6 PM

Please contact Joan Masterson 
no later than Sunday, Dec.16 

212-532-1566, or 
Mastersonjr@gmail.com 

to confi rm you will be attending.
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DEAR CWFMNY FRIENDS
I hope all of you are well in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy and your lives 

are returning to normal. I know Dave Kinard lost power and had to be evacuated 
from his home but, Old Salt that he is, keeps soldiering on.

The tragedies, disruption, and inconvenience we have seen 
during Sandy give us an opportunity to imagine the enormity 
of Civil War. The devastation of the Jersey Shore and Long 
Island and its impact on the people clarify for us the devastation 
in the wake of Sherman’s March, Lee’s invasion of Pennsylva-
nia, or in the areas around the battlefi elds. We can more easily 
imagine what the loss of between 650,000 and 800,000 meant 
throughout our Nation.

Yet at the same time, the goodness and kindness of people during our crisis 
can help us remember the many similar acts that took place during the Civil War 
and be thankful that there are many good people out there, now as well as then.

We’ve have begun the year with two fantastic meetings: fascinating presenta-
tions by Bob Rowen on Jim Quinn’s Civil War (and the origins of Bob’s passion-
ate interest), and Seward Award winner Tony Horwitz on his book about John 
Brown.

I wish to thank Bob for his efforts to get a wonderful audiovisual system up 
and running for our meetings. Also thanks to Jim Davis for his support of the 
Seward Award!

We have much ahead in the coming months. A fi ne list of speakers, put to-
gether by Jackie Eberstein, and our May trip to Civil War Washington and John 
Wilkes Booth’s escape route promise much good cheer. Our new home, Les Sans 
Culottes has served excellent meals—so come and join the fun!!!

Last, and as always, my deep thanks to those who put in so much hard work 
and dedication to the Forum in so many ways.

Regards,
Paul Windels III
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Speakers  2013
January 16 — Dr. Andrew Polsky 

“Even the Greatest Come Up Short: Abraham Lincoln 
and the Limits of Wartime Presidential Leadership” 

February 20—Ronald S. Coddington “Faces of War”
March 20 —Chris Mackowski “Grant’s Last Battle”

On May 16–19, 2013, The Civl War Forum will embark on a slightly 
different but totally fascinating tour of Washington, DC. Among other 
destinations, we will visit Arlington Cemetery and tour the Custis-Lee 
Mansion—yes, that Lee. We will be treated to an exceptional tour of the 
National Portrait Gallery that will truly “knock your socks off.” In addi-
tion to touring some of the forts that defended the capital during the war, 
the highlighted tour will be “The John Wilkes Booth Escape Route,” 
starting start at Ford’s Theater in downtown Washington, DC, and taking 
us then through Maryland and Virginia. 

The group will stay at the Crown Plaza Hotel, #1 Research Court., 
Rockville, MD 20850; (301) 840-0200.

We expect this trip will be a sell-out, so please send $100 deposit to 
reserve your place to Howard Rosenthal, 81-15 Surrey Place, Jamaica, NY 
11432. Any questions, call Howard at 718-591-2950. Please be sure the 
check is made out to CWFMNY.

Tour News 2013



Seward Award Winner Speaks
Those who attended the Forum’s meeting on October 19 

had an easy time understanding why Tony Horwitz won this 
year’s William H. Seward Award for Excellence in Civil War 
Biography for Midnight Rising —John Brown and the Raid that 
Sparked the Civil War. Established by Forum Trustee Jim Davis, 
the award winner is chosen by a committee of members ( Jim 
Davis, Nancy Newcomb, and Nathan Burkan). It includes a 
$2,000 stipend and a visit to the Forum in New York in addi-
tion to the award certifi cate itself.

An entertaining speaker and a diligent historian, Tony of-
fered insights to all aspects of the raid, from Brown’s background 
as a businessman to the raid’s political aftermath. He also ad-

dressed further issues like Brown’s religion and Frederick Douglass’s refusal to join the raid despite his longstand-
ing friendship with Brown. If you missed the meeting or just want to enjoy it again   — there is a podcast of Tony’s 
presentation on our website: www.cwfmny.org.

We were also delighted to have our past President David Kinard with us. On behalf of the Forum, Paul Wind-
els presented David with a plaque recognizing his three years of decisive and genial leadership, together with a copy 
of Jeff Shaara’s A Blaze of Glory.

Outgoing President David Kinard Speaker and award-winner Tony Horwitz
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Peace on Earth
…a hope for today, a wish for the ages

Season’s Greetings
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THE  LIBRARY
by Nathan Burkan

Seward, Lincoln’s Indispensable Man, 
by Walter Stahr

This book provides the reader with a 
detailed study of William Henry Seward’s long 
and illustrious career as a leading politician of 
the Whig and Republican parties who became 
a New York Governor, Senator, and then Sec-
retary of State in the Lincoln administration. 
While governor, Seward advocated funding 
both public and parochial school education 
and was supportive of immigrants, resulting in 
protests by nativists such as the powerful Know 
Nothing Party.

Seward’s opposition to slavery and his 
famous speeches containing such unforgettable 
phrases as “There is a higher law than the Constitution,” and 
“The irrepressible confl ict” resulted in considerable enmity 
and intense opposition to him in the South. Unfortunately for 
Seward, due to his outspoken stand on slavery and opposition 
by nativists, he was denied the Republican nomination for 
President in 1860 in favor of Abraham Lincoln.

According to the author, Seward was a very conge-
nial and happy individual who enjoyed life. He had many 

friends in the Democratic Party, notwithstanding his 
position on slavery, including Stephen A. Douglas and 
Jefferson Davis. Many Senators and other politicians of 
both parties were frequently entertained at his home.

 Seward vigorously campaigned for Lincoln and after 
Lincoln’s election and prior to the attack on Fort Sumter, 

was far more willing than Lincoln to mediate 
and compromise with the South in order to 
avoid civil war. He was a counterweight to the 
Radical Republicans and his advice to Lincoln 
on domestic as well as foreign affairs was 
invaluable.

Although very forceful, if not intimidating, 
in his dealings with Great Britain opposing their 
recognition of the Confederacy, it was Seward 
whose moderation and leadership succeeded in 
avoiding war with Great Britain over the “Trent 
Affair,” where two Confederate representatives 
were illegally seized by a U.S. Navy warship 

off a British passenger vessel and imprisoned. The men 
were released and, according to the author, this was the 
most delicate diplomatic crisis faced by the United States 
until the Cuban Missile Crisis of the 1960’s.

Seward’s greatest achievements were the settlement 
of The Trent Affair, his success in preventing the Con-
federates from using their British-built warships, and the 
purchase of Alaska in 1867.


