
Scott Mingus Sr.

Ascientist and executive in the paper and printing industry, Scott L. 
Mingus, Sr. holds patents in self-adhesive postage stamps and bar 
code labels. He was part of the research team that developed the 

fi rst commercially successful self-adhesive postage stamps for the U.S.
He has six Civil War books currently listed on amazon.com. Available 

in April, 2011 is Civil War Voices from York County, Pa.: Remembering the 
Rebellion and the Gettysburg Campaign; an offi cial 150th Civil War Anniver-
sary book for that county. He also is writing Gettysburg’s Controversial Old 
Confederate General: Governor William “Extra Billy” Smith of Virginia, which 
will be published by Savas Beatie late in 2011.

Mingus has written several articles for The Gettysburg Magazine. He 
maintains a popular blog on the Civil War history of York County, Pa., 
for the York Daily Record (www.yorkblog.com/cannonball), and is a sanc-
tioned Civil War tour guide for the York County Heritage Trust. He also 
has written six scenario books on wargaming. Scott and his wife Debi 
publish CHARGE!, the leading international magazine for Civil War 
miniature wargaming.

A native of southeastern Ohio, he graduated from Miami University 
after majoring in Paper Science & Engineering. Mingus spent 23 years as 
a scientist for offi ce products company Avery Dennison in the Cleveland 
area before joining Glatfelter, a global manufacturer of specialty papers, in 
2001. He and his family reside near York, Pennsylvania.

Speakers 2011
June 15: John Michael Priest, “Pickett’s Charge”

July 20: Second Annual William Henry Seward Award—TBA

THESHARPSHOOTER
THE CIVIL WAR FORUM OF METROPOLITAN NEW YORK

May 2011

Cost:

Members: $40
Non-Members: $50

Date:

May 25, 2011
Place:

The Roger Smith Hotel,
507 Lexington Ave.,

16th fl oor “Solarium”
Time:

Dinner at 6 PM,
Doors open 5:30 PM

Cash Bar 5:30–6 PM

Please call 212-532-1566 
by May 24th

to confi rm you will be attending.



LETTER FROM

THE PRESIDENT

At the March meeting, Nancy Newcomb, the chair 
of our nominating committee (assisted by committee 
members Ralph Buro and Louise Kirstel) presented the 
slate of offi cers and trustees for the year beginning July 1. 
There was some mixing around of the pot of names, but 
generally, they are the same people who have been lead-
ing your club since its founding. The Committee’s hard 
work is mainly to fi nd willing volunteers. At our April 

meeting, any member can be nominated to run for any offi ce at the election 
in the May meeting. I assure you that no nominated person will feel affronted 
if you want to run for the offi ce. They will probably vote for you!

The Forum has established a Sesquicentennial Committee to coordinate 
with a New York State group that is in the very early stages of organizing 
New York events. The chair is Paul Windels with the current members being 
Charlie Schwarz, Jim Santagata and Nancy Newcomb. New members and 
ideas are very welcome; contact any committee member.

We also now have a Facebook page. It is accessible through our Web site. 
The administrators of that page are Paul, Charlie, and Bob Rowen. Please 
submit to them any posting you may want to make.

I thank Joan Masterson for taking over the job of being our greeter for 
the next 6 months and thank Louise Kirstel for the great job she has done for 
the past 6 months. We need someone to volunteer to take on that assignment 
six months hence. The only way our club is going to survive and prosper in 
this exciting Sesquicentennial time is with lots of volunteerism. Please con-
sider adding your time, ideas, and enthusiasm to any position or committee.

Regards,
David Kinard

It’s Election Time!
At our last meeting, Nancy Newcomb, speaking for the Nominating 
Committee, which also includes Louise Kirstel and Ralph Buro, 
announced the following candidates for offi ce for the year starting 
July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012. The election will be held at the 
meeting on May 25 and here are the candidates:

President – David M. Kinard Trustees: 
VP of Programs – Jacqueline Eberstein  Serving until 2012
VP of Operations – Charles K. Schwarz   Phyllis Rosenthal
Treasurer – Nancy D. Newcomb   Paul Windels III
Secretary – James Santagata  Serving until 2013

  James W. Davis
  Daniel J. Morrison
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(term expiring in 2011)

Nathan Burkan, Jr. 
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Facebook: Civil War Forum of Metropolitan New York

Try it! You’ll like it!



Twenty Civil War Forum of Metropolitan New York 
members braved a bitter chill on Feb. 19 to attend the premiere 
of The Conspirator—the debut production of The American Film 
Company. For anyone who likes to think about our history, the 
fi lm was worth a few of Broadway’s fi ercest blasts of Arctic air 
in the face. We left wishing a successful run for The American 
Film Company and its mission to produce historically accurate 
fi lms to reconnect Americans with this nation’s remarkable past.

The fi lm focuses on the trial of Mary Surratt (Robin 
Wright) as seen through the eyes of Frederick Aiken, her lawyer, 
a Union combat veteran. After we meet a wounded Aiken on 
the battlefi eld in 1862, the fi lm shifts to the ill-starred night of 
April 14, 1865. While Aiken, fully recovered, is introduced by 
his boss, Sen. Reverdy Johnson (Tom Wilkinson), to the mighty 
Secretary of War Edwin Stanton (Kevin Kline) at a reception, a 
nervous George Atzerodt is seen in the lobby of Vice President 
Johnson’s hotel and has several drinks at the bar. Meanwhile, 
Lewis Payne approaches Secretary Seward’s house and John 
Wilkes Booth enters Ford’s Theatre. Out of the ensuing chaos 
arises the presence of Stanton. Taking command of the situation 
to the point of ejecting Mrs. Lincoln from her husband’s death-
bed, he shuts down the City of Washington, locates and secures 
the safety of important offi cials such as Gen. Grant, and launches 
a relentless manhunt for Booth and his accomplices.

Aiken soon fi nds himself charged by his boss Reverdy 
Johnson with the responsibility of defending one of the alleged 
conspirators, Mary Surratt. A military tribunal, set up by the 
vengeful Stanton to ensure a swift verdict and punishment to 
help restore national order, will try the case free from the usual 
responsibility of affording the defendants such due process of 
law as a jury trial and the ability to testify in their own behalf. 
Aiken’s task becomes even harder when Surratt plays coy with 
him to shield her son John, a key member of the Booth conspir-
acy who remains a fugitive; and Stanton—the most powerful 
man in Washington—wants a guilty verdict no matter what.

Mixing extracts from the trial transcript with some dramatic 
license to compress a month-long trial within the confi nes of a 
practical fi lm, The Conspirator leaves us with an accurate over-
all picture of the Mary Surratt controversy. The prosecution 
did have at least a circumstantial case against her. On the other 
hand, the credibility of the two key witnesses against her lay 
open to impeachment: one was a drunk and the other was a 
possible co-conspirator. Would these defenses have succeeded in 
raising a reasonable doubt as to her guilt before a civilian jury? 
We will never know, but can hardly doubt that they would 
have had a better chance of doing so. Her supposed failure on 
grounds of poor eyesight to recognize Lewis Payne when he 
showed up at her boarding house after the assassination and 
asked for her does strain credulity: Payne was a giant with a 
remarkably muscular frame. 

The cast performs uniformly well. James McAvoy gives us 
a debonair Aiken growing ever more determined to see his 
client obtain due process of law and Tom Wilkinson portrays 
a smooth Reverdy Johnson. Robin Wright brings out Mary 
Surratt’s stubbornness and dignity as she frustrates Aiken’s ef-
forts to save her at the expense of her son. The star performance 
however, is Kevin Kline’s portrayal of Stanton. Kline captures 
Stanton’s varied and complex qualities and talents, blending 
them into a credible character true in spirit to the original. He 
embodies Sen. James Nesmith’s description of Stanton as look-
ing “as savage as a one-eyed dog in a meat shop” yet Stanton 
is able to laugh genuinely at the same meeting, a man with the 
elegance and aplomb to be expected from a fi rst-rate lawyer, but 
who would brook no nonsense.

Robert Redford’s direction is so smooth that it appears 
effortless; we admire particularly his blending of the three assas-
sination attempts with a reception celebrating Robert E. Lee’s 
surrender after four grim years of war. He keeps us in suspense 
throughout, even though we know what the result will be. The 
scenery and costumes are generally true to the period. We also 
thank him for producing a major fi lm devoid of unnecessary 
violence: this is one for the whole family to enjoy.

For those who like to quibble, Aiken and Johnson actually 
showed respect and courtesy to the tribunal, not sound-bite 
defi ance. Characters address each other by fi rst name instead of 
by last name, as courtesy of that day would have prescribed, and 
there is an exclamation of “My God” that probably should be 
“My Goodness.” Aiken wears a four-in-hand tie at the trial—if 
there is an earlier photograph of one than that of Robert E. Lee 
in 1869, this reviewer (no fashion expert) would be fascinated 
to see it. But even when added to the dramatic license taken to 
bring out the weaknesses in the case against Mary Surratt, the 
paucity and insignifi cance of such minor fl aws proves the gen-
eral accuracy of the fi lm.

Was Mary Surratt guilty? Would the due process of a civilian 
trial have changed the result? Should she have been hanged? 
The Conspirator makes a compelling case that she took the fall 
for her son John, that she did not play a central role in the 
conspiracy. Guilty she may have been, but as guilty as Booth, 
Payne, and Adzerodt? What The Conspirator does not address is 
how terrible a crime she committed if she had any involvement 
in a plot to kill Lincoln. Could the century between Lincoln’s 
assassination and the Civil Rights Era have gone better had 
Lincoln lived on? Should we hold Mary Surratt and the con-
spirators accountable for the civil rights abuses and lynchings 
of that century? Raising and discussing these matters is exactly 
what The American Film Company seeks to do with this fi lm. 
We thank them again for their work on The Conspirator and look 
forward to their future endeavors. —Paul Windels III

Paul Windels III is a lawyer in Scarsdale, New York, and is Counsel and 
a Trustee of the Civil War Forum of Metropolitan New York.

Joe Ricketts (American Film Company), Charles K. Schwarz at Tully 
Hall, Lincoln Center on Feb 19, 2011.

The Conspirator 
THE AMERICAN FILM COMPANY
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New Name and New Logo for CWPT
The permanent protection of uniquely historic 

landscapes is the very heart of our mission, and this 
new logo explicitly demonstrates our connection to 
the hallowed ground itself and all that it represents. 
Moreover, the presence of two soldiers—each hold-
ing the fl ag under which he fought with respect, not 
defi ance—reminds us of the human toll of war. It is 
out of respect for the memory of such brave Americans 
that we pursue our work. And let’s be clear: the name 
of the organization is shorter, and the logo has been 
updated, but the core mission of the Trust remains 
exactly the same.

In addition to our name and the graphic depicting 
two soldiers poised on the battlefi eld, our new logo 
contains the organization’s offi cial tagline, “Saving 
America’s Civil War Battlefi elds,” and our website 
address, Civilwar.org. In today’s always-connected 
world, websites are critically important, and ours is 
state of the art. Plus, it’s the fastest and easiest way for 
someone recently introduced to the organization to 
learn about our efforts and successes.

This year begins the commemoration of the Civil 
War Sesquicentennial, the 150th anniversary of one of 
the most signifi cant watershed events in our nation’s 

history. Undoubtedly, this will 
bring increased public aware-
ness of Civil War history, as 
well as the plight of many of its 
remaining sites. Unveiling our 
updated name and logo at this 
time will best help us focus at-
tention on historic preservation 
issues. Moreover, our revamped 
logo captures two essential as-
pects of our goals for the Ses-
quicentennial. We feel passion-
ately that battlefi eld preservation 
should be an integral part of the 
commemoration, as it creates a 
meaningful and lasting legacy of 
the anniversary period. Further, 
while there is often focus on the 
lasting impact of the Civil War 

on a grand scale, the Sesquicentennial should be a time 
to remember and honor the individuals who lived 
through that turbulent time.

— Jim Lighthizer, 
President of the Civil War Trust


