
THESHARPSHOOTER
THE CIVIL WAR FORUM OF METROPOLITAN NEW YORK

September 2010

Cost:

Members: $40
Non-Members: $50

Date:

Sept. 15, 2010
Place:

The Roger Smith Hotel,
507 Lexington Ave.,

16th fl oor “Solarium”
Time:

Dinner at 6 PM,
Doors open 5:30 PM

Cash Bar 5:30–6 PM

Please call 212-534-0149 
by Sept. 12th

to confi rm you will be attending.

Peter Johnson
Peter Johnson preceded George W. Bush as head cheerleader at Andover, 
got his bachelor’s and master’s degrees at Harvard, and became a professional 
actor in 1970. He has performed onstage in most U.S. states, in Scotland, and 
Canada and has narrated over 500 audiobooks, both for the Library of Con-
gress’s recordings for the blind and the commercial market. He received his 
law degree at age 50 and became part of the Internet practice at Debevoise & 
Plimpton. He is Adjunct Professor of Law at New York Law School and has 
taught law in France and Colombia. Grant’s Indian is his fi rst novel. 

“My family is American, and has been for generations,” Grant famously 
starts his Memoirs. So is mine. My great-grandfather Charles Johnson fought in 
the Civil War. His son, my grandfather, another Charles Johnson, was born in 
1868 in Whitehall, New York. At age 17, he bought one of the 300,000 origi-
nal two-volume sets of Grant’s Memoirs published in 1885. It’s stamped #8883.

“I grew up with Charles Johnson’s books in my parents’ bookshelves in 
Wenham, Massachusetts. His son, my father, collected more Civil War books, 
including Douglas Southall Freeman on Lincoln and Lee. My father, born in 
Whitehall, New York, has the unlikely name for a New York boy of Robert 
Lee Johnson, because his father and grandfather thought Lee was the war’s best 
general. 

Grant’s Indian is fi ction, but I have tried for historical accuracy, to the 
extent that Parker and other historical fi gures were mostly where I put them, 
doing mostly what I have them doing at the time. Anachronisms and whoppers 
abound, however, most of them intentional. As Mark Twain advised Rudyard 
Kipling, “Get your facts fi rst, and then you can distort them as much as you 
please.” 



LETTER FROM

THE PRESIDENT

The fi rst presentation of the William Henry Seward 
Award for Civil War Biography resulted in the greatest 
number of people attending a meeting of our fl edgling 
Forum. 45 people braved the hellish heat on July 21st 
to attend this inaugural event. Professor Waugh’s very 
informative talk about Grant and the usual outstanding 
camaraderie among the attendees rewarded their zeal 

and certainly fulfi lled our Forum’s mission of education and fun. Moreover, 
I am confi dent that this signifi cant award, honoring the best of Civil War 
biographers, will help make more history lovers aware of our existence, 
helping to increase our membership. 

William H. Seward’s great-great-granddaughter Jane Seward Harvey 
attending our meeting, made the award honoring her ancestor even more 
special. We also honored member Jim Davis for endowing the Seward 
Award, as well as his generosity in preserving historical ground through 
organizations like Civil War Preservation Trust.

Your Board of Trustees is aware that the record attendance came close 
to reaching the limits of what The Roger Smith Hotel can provide in 
meeting space. However, keeping costs to members down while having the 
services we need is a real challenge. Charlie and I welcome suggestions any 
of you may have.

Regards,
David Kinard

DUES ARE DUE
Membership for July 1, 2010 –June 30, 2011: $50.00
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On the tour—Front row: Charles Schwarz, John Frederick. Second row: John Deacon, Joan 
Masterson, Nancy Newcomb, Carmen Delgado, Phyllis Rosenthal, Marshall Bucci, Carl 
Ellman, Howard Rosenthal. Third row: Doris Ingman, Steve Laird, Louise Kirstel. 
Fourth row: Ralph Buro, Alan Stephenson, David Kinard, Jim Santagata, Matti Santagata, Paul 
Windells III, Dan Morrison, Allen Wallberg, David Rothfeld, Joe LeMay, Jim Davis.



On Sunday evening, May 16th, a busload of happy 
but tired troops of the Civil War Forum of Metro-
politan New York returned home from a memorable 
Battlefi eld Tour of Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. 
It was our fi rst full four day tour as a new organization, 
coming less than a month after the fi rst anniversary of 
our founding. 

Veteran Park Service Guide Frank O’Riley provid-
ed memorable, energetic narrative and expert analysis of 
the battles that took place at Fredericksburg, the Slaugh-
ter Pen Farm, and Chancellorsville. A special highlight 
of the four days was the stirring candlelight ceremony 
at Guinea’s Station, the site of the passing of Stonewall 
Jackson. Frank provided a poignant look into the fi nal 
days and hours of Jackson’s life, bringing us all to the 
edge of feeling like we were there to witness his passing 
for ourselves! It all added up to one of the special events 
of any Civil War enthusiast’s lifetime.

Team Rosenthal was better than ever, proving 
once again that they are professionals at the top of their 
game! Phyllis and Howard earned our hearty applause 
for their planning and preparation, for taking care 
of the fi ne details and for putting together an overall 
great experience. It was all there…great accommoda-
tions, the Command Post for after hours discussions, 
the raffl ing of Mort Kunstler prints, the box lunches in 
the fi eld, and dinners at restaurants both historic and 
memorable. And in keeping with our goal of being a 
member-friendly organization, an open forum discus-
sion among the participants was held and then they 
took a vote on next year’s tour destination. 

The Shenandoah Valley was the winner. So to 
insure another outstanding tour experience, no sooner 
was the vote taken than our Tour Directors Extraor-
dinaire were at work signing up Frank O’Riley once 
more, this time as our Shenandoah tour guide for May 
2011! Any sincere history buff of Battlefi eld Tours will 
not want to miss this one!

A rather pensive Charlie Schwarz at the Stonewall Jackson 
Shooting Site Monument.

CWFMNY’s First Tour A Big Success

The Civil War Forum of Metropolitan NY is planning a one-day trip on Saturday, October 23, 2010. The tour will be 
about The War in New York City. We have enlisted the expertise of three of the best tour guides in New York for the tour. 
Joyce Gold, renowned NY tour guide, will conduct us through the War period in Manhattan. Lois Rosebrook, historian at 
the Plymouth Church, will conduct a tour of the Church, emphasizing its history before and after the War. Jeff Richman, the 
Chief Historian of Green Wood Cemetery will take us by trolley through the many Civil War sites in that historic cemetery, 
including the recent work they have been doing fi nding and identifying Civil War veterans interred there. 

This will be an all-day bus trip, leaving at 8:00 am. Bagels, lunch at an historic Brooklyn restaurant, and snacks will be 
provided. We will probably return to Manhattan between 6:30 and 7:00 pm.

The cost for the day is $125 for members, and $150 for non-members. As the tour is likely to be a 
sell-out, preference will be given to Forum members and their families. Checks for the total cost should be made out to the 
Civil War Forum of Metropolitan NY, and sent to Howard Rosenthal, 81-15 Surrey Place, Jamaica Estates, NY 11432. 
Call Howard with questions at 718-591-2950.

Speakers 2010
October 20—Prof. James Basker: John Brown: the Abolitionist and His Legacy

November 17—Dr. Eric Foner: The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery
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Second Only To Grant, Quartermaster General 
Montgomery C. Meigs, by David W. Miller

In Second Only to Grant, Quartermaster 
General Montgomery C. Meigs, David W. 
Miller describes the long and extraordinary 
career of Montgomery C. Meigs, Quarter-
master General of the Union Army. This 
is a very interesting book, full of logisti-
cal information not appearing elsewhere. 
Raised in Philadelphia, Meigs entered West 
Point at age 16, where he graduated in 
1836 fi fth in his class.

Meigs was appointed to the Corps of 
Engineers and in 1852 as chief engineer 
he designed and supervised the construction of the Wash-
ington Aqueduct, the capital’s fi rst modern water supply 
system that was extremely advanced for its time. Meigs 
was also responsible for the expansion of the House and 
Senate Capitol buildings and the construction of the new 
Capitol dome.

He had a highly critical, no-nonsense, gruff, straight-
laced personality and did not pull any punches. Shortly after 
Fort Sumter he was appointed Quartermaster General with 
the rank of Brigadier General. With the enormous expan-

sion of the army the purchasing process 
was overwhelmed. There were numerous 
instances of corruption and Meigs acted in 
the role of auditor and Inspector General.

He was tasked with furnishing the var-
ious federal armies with  all supplies other 
than weapons and ammunition which were 
the responsibility of the Ordinance Depart-
ment. The quantities needed were enor-
mous, particularly forage. Under General 
Meade, the Army of the Potomac in 1864 
required 37,000 bushels of grain and 700 
tons of hay every day.

Meigs’s son had been killed in the war and out of 
concern that the Lee family might regain possession of 
their Arlington House property, he decided to use their 
estate as a Union cemetery. He directed that some of the 
dead be buried in Mrs. Lee’s Rose garden to ensure the 
property would be undesirable as a residence. 

THEsHARPSHOOTER
23-23 23rd Street NY, NY 11105

THE LIBRARY
by Nathan Burkan


